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launched air-sports enthusiasts to create further interest in the sports 
of hang gliding and paragliding and to provide an educational forum to 
advance hang gliding and paragliding methods and safety. 
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USHPA by emailing the editor at editor@ushpa.aero or online at www.
ushpa.aero. HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING magazine reserves the right 
to edit all contributions. We are always looking for well written articles 
and quality artwork. Feature stories generally run anywhere from 
1500 to 3000 words. News releases are welcomed, but please do not 
send brochures, dealer newsletters or other extremely lengthy items. 

Please edit news releases with our readership in mind, and keep them 
reasonably short without excessive sales hype. Calendar of events items 
may be sent via email to editor@ushpa.aero, as may letters to the editor. 
Please be concise and try to address a single topic in your letter. Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated. If you have an idea for an article 
you may discuss your topic with the editor either by email or telephone.  
Contact: Editor, Hang Gliding & Paragliding magazine, editor@ushpa.
aero, (516) 816-1333.

ADVERTISING  ALL ADVERTISING AND ADVERTISING INQUIRIES MUST BE 
SENT TO USHPA HEADQUARTERS IN COLORADO SPRINGS. All advertising is 
subject to the USHPA Advertising Policy, a copy of which may be obtained 
from the USHPA by emailing advertising@ushpa.aero.

HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING (ISSN 1543-5989) (USPS 17970) is 
published monthly by the United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding 

Association, Inc., 1685 W. Uintah St., Colorado Springs, CO  80904, (719) 
632-8300, FAX (719) 632-6417. PERIODICAL postage is paid at Colorado 
Springs, CO and at additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER Send change of address to: 
Hang Gliding & Paragliding magazine, P.O. BOX 1330, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80901-1330. Canadian Post Publications Mail Agreement #40065056. 
Canadian Return Address: DP Global Mail, 4960-2 Walker Road, Windsor, 
ON N9A 6J3

COPYRIGHT  Copyright (c) 2015 United States Hang Gliding and 
Paragliding Association, Inc., All Rights Reserved; no part of this 
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior written permission 
of the United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association, Inc.

Hang gliding and paragliding are INHERENTLY DANGEROUS activities. USHPA recommends pilots 

complete a pilot training program under the direct supervision of a USHPA-certified instructor, using safe 

equipment suitable for your level of experience. Many of the articles and photographs in the magazine 

depict advanced maneuvers being performed by experienced, or expert, pilots. These maneuvers should 

not be attempted without the prerequisite instruction and experience.

WARNING
ABOVE Flying in Montana | photo by Jeff Shapiro.
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The new IOTA opens the door to the world of long 

cross-country flights. As a High-Level EN B glider it offers 

the ideal balance between performance and ease 

of piloting. Thanks to computational structural weight 

optimization and the use of high quality materials,  

it delivers big value for its small weight, starting at 4.45kg.

More information and films on www.advance.ch/iota
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A
DVENTURE! It’s a word that defines many, if not all, of the members of the 
USHPA. We are a group apart, an association of individuals who thrive on 
adventurous experiences, which we attempt to celebrate, applaud, share, or 

provide lessons from in this publication. 
Non-pilots often have a hard time understanding why these sports consume so 

much of our lives, or maybe it’s that free-flight pilots have a hard time explaining what 
draws them to the sky year after year. I would postulate there’s something inside of us 
that seeks to experience a place lying just beyond the milieu of the ground-bound and 
just before the true fringe. For us, the desire to be pioneers is innate. We seek to push 
personal goals, limits, and experiences and relish moments of success and memories 
of experiences encountered while searching for flying or, when the weather allows, 
participating in it. 

The November issue is chock-full of great content, beginning with a re-run of a 
safety piece that applies as much now as when it was first published over a decade ago. 
We have had a rough year with accidents in the association and now, more than ever, 
we need to take a step back, weigh our decisions, and learn from others’ mistakes to 
be sure we are choosing wisely. 

The USHPA elections are once again upon us. If your regional director is up for 
re-election, his or her bio and photo are included in this issue. We print these sub-
missions exactly as we receive them, so you can be assured that what you read is what 
your director intended.

Christina Ammon is back after a bit of a hiatus, with a piece about a group of 
pilots and friends who gather at a lake to practice incidents in flight, as well as aero-
batics, in a controlled environment. 

Dawn Westrum reports from the toughest adventure race in the world—the 
Redbull XAlps. While Dawn didn’t make the raft in Monaco, some would argue she 
had the most fun of the whole field. She reports on how she kept her smile through-
out the grueling challenge.

Jeff Shapiro, who will be submitting more frequently, covered one of two manda-
tory skills needed for safe flight—launching.  Specifically, Jeff focuses on mindset 
while running off the hill, a crucial determinant in making a successful departure.

Dennis Pagen teamed up with photographer Lauren Pedrazi to cover the first 
competition to occur at the famous Dinosaur site in eastern Utah since last century. 
While the weather was a tad finicky, the site delivered, as it always does, since it sits 
in a zone that is truly unique.

James “Kiwi” Johnston reports from the Rat Race, detailing another successful 
competition with exceptional flying, and Rob Derringer sends in an amazing story of 
a hang glider pilot becoming biwingual on the magical island of Bali.

We all have a different interpretation of what it means to seek adventure, and 
each is as good as any other. As you take stock in the winter months of what moved 
you this year, be sure to add more of the good and resolve to leave out the bad in the 
coming season.

LEFT Travis Potter flying in Oceanside, Oregon | photo by J.J. Johnson.
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OZONE FORZA HARNESS
Ozone has released the Forza, which 

they claim to be a modern and sleek high-

performance harness design intended for 

experienced XC pilots, or pilots looking to 

begin serious XC flying. Their stated goal 

was to make a comfortable, lightweight and 

aerodynamic harness that is ideal for soar-

ing, XC and competition flying. The Forza 

is ergonomically designed from the ground 

up for everyday XC performance, and in-

cludes all of the necessary features

required by the modern pilot. Ozone 

claims the Forza’s seatboard-less design 

sets a new standard for comfort and 

performance in the seatboard-less harness 

class. The highly ergonomic seatboard-

less system yields excellent handling and 

comfort, thanks to carefully structured 

geometry. Overall, the Forza is a minimal-

istic design, without an excess of buckles, 

straps and obscure adjustments that tend 

to add more weight and confusion to some 

harnesses. At the same time, the Forza is 

completely loaded with essential and useful 

features. The Ozone design team described 

a process whereby they believe they have 

carefully curated a selection of materials 

that has minimized weight and bulk, and 

maximized aerodynamic efficiency. 

www.flyozone.com

 MENTOR 4 – gets you further 
 
“  The MENTOR 4 climbs very efficiently, which is reassuring at the beginning of the day when 
thermals are weak. It is also a great advantage in the evening when you want to use the last bits of 
lift to get back to your start. The MENTOR 4 really shows its class when accelerated – the flat polar 
really excites. But the thing I value most is how calm it feels in the air. To conclude, I am completely 
happy with the MENTOR 4!” Bernhard Peßl | Record holder flying an EN/LTF B wing (FAI triangle of 300.4 km) 
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USHPA FILM FESITVAL SWEEPSTAKES!
The USHPA Film Festival Sweepstakes is still open! Check out 

http://www.ushpa.aero/sweepstakes to enter to win a new paraglider or a Flytec 6030!

CORRECTION: It was mistakenly reported that individual members could download 

the USHPA Film Festival in a Box, in the August magazine article by CJ Sturtevant. In 

fact, the USHPA Film Festival in a Box can only be shown in conjunction with events 

organized by USHPA Chapters or USHPA sanctioned events. For more information on 

the festival, please go to http://www.ushpa.aero/filmfestival.

http://superflyinc.com
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Region 1 | MaRk FoRbes
Greetings, Northwest pilots! I’m asking 
once again for your vote to continue as 
your regional director for USHPA. It 
has been an interesting couple of years. 
Some major projects have been com-
pleted, and significant new challenges 
are looming on the horizon. I want to 
continue to apply my experience to 
solving these, and to represent you on 
the national level.

Liability insurance continues to be 
my major focus and concern, as chair of 
the insurance side of our finance-and-
insurance committee. The accident rate 
over the past couple of years has been 
disturbing, and that poses difficulties 
for us as we work to keep our insurance 
in place and to keep our premiums 
affordable.

My responsibilities over the past 
couple of years are these:

Chairman of our Elections com-
mittee, overseeing the annual election 
process.

Co-chairman of our Finance and 
Insurance committee, responsible for 
the pilot and instructor liability insur-
ance programs and risk management. I 

answer questions from pilots all over 
the country about the details of how 
our insurance program works, and 
obtain advice from our legal counsel 
when needed.

Radio committee chair, responsible 
for our FCC radio license and for 
answering “radio

geek” questions from members.
Treasurer of USHPA, respon-

sible for monitoring our finances and 
reviewing our budget and performance 
through the year.

As Treasurer, I also serve as part of 
the Executive Committee, which man-
ages USHPA’s affairs along with our 
Executive Director in the time between 
board meetings. We meet monthly by 
conference call to review the financials 
and make any decisions that can’t wait 
for the next full meeting.

Site preservation remains a top 
priority. The development of UAVs 
(drones) has changed the aviation 
landscape and we’re actively engaged 
with FAA on this topic. We expect this 
to be a topic of increasing concern over 
the next few years.

Please take a minute to vote, either 
for me, or for another candidate if 
you’re not happy with how I’m doing 
the job. Voting is all-electronic again 
this year; you’ll receive a voting pass-
word by postal mail, and you can vote 
on the secure ballot website following 
the instructions. Don’t throw it out as 
junk mail!

If you’d like to work as a volunteer 
on a committee or special project, con-
tact me and I’ll help you get started. 

CANDIDATE
STATEMENTS

2016 ELECTIONit's tiMe again for the annual election 

of USHPA regional directors to serve as 

your representatives at the national level. 

Directors are elected to two-year terms, so 

regions with only one director may not have 

an election. In regions with two or more di-

rectors, elections are staggered so that one 

or two directors are chosen each year.

USHPA's regional directors set the poli-

cies of our association, oversee our opera-

tions and provide pilots with representation 

and information. They also appoint examin-

ers, arbitrate disputes and perform much 

of the volunteer work that keeps our sport 

alive and healthy.

In addition to the 20 elected regional 

directors, there are five directors-at-large, 

elected by the regional directors and 

chosen for their knowledge and expertise 

in key areas. One additional voting posi-

tion is filled by the National Aeronautic 

Association. The 26 voting directors choose 

the four officers (president, v.p., secretary 

and treasurer) from among themselves for 

a one-year term at the fall board meeting.

You will receive a notice in the mail with 

your personal voting password and instruc-

tions on how to vote on line. The elec-

tion opens on November 1 and closes on 

December 15, with results announced short-

ly after that. Regional directors take office 

for a two-year term beginning January 1. 

Please read the candidate statements pro-

vided here and take a moment to vote. If 

you have any questions about the election 

process, drop me an email. Thank you!

Mark G. Forbes

USHPA Elections committee chair

elections@ushpa.aero
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Region 2 | Josh Cohn
Looking at my candidate statement 
from the election two years ago, I’d like 
to think that I’ve followed through on 
the promise to mainly try to do no harm.

After that, I promised to seek in-
cremental change in consultation with 
stakeholders.

I’ve tried to be supportive of getting 
AIRS (Accident and Incident Reporting 
System) operational and producing 
safety data products for the members 
as soon as possible, as well as push-
ing for an annual publication inspired 
by Accidents in North American 
Mountaineering.

In the last year or so I took two 
hang gliding lessons - one at Ed Levin 
and one at Wallaby. They were both 
fascinating and fun experiences. It was 
great to find out if my ideas about how 
hang gliders flew from watching them 
worked. It turned out pitch worked like 
I expected but roll took some getting 
used to. The Alpha trim speed is amaz-
ingly slow.

I’d be honored to receive your vote.

Region 2 | Jon JaMes
My name is Jon James and I’m running 
for Regional Director for Region 2, as 
an incumbent.

I’m running because I like and sup-
port USHPA and believe foot-launched 
flight in the US would not be possible 
without the USHPA, its Officers, 
Directors, Committee Chairs, volun-
teers, and chapters who work on our 
behalf.

I’ve been flying hang gliders since 
1977, have been a member of the 
Sonoma Wings club since its inception 
in 1980, and have focused on site work 
most of that time.  

I appreciate your vote for Regional 
Director.  Thank you.

Region 3 | alan CRouse
Still Your “No Surprises” Candidate
Hello Fellow Pilots! Thank you for 
electing me in 2013; I hope you got what 
you were expecting!  For the new pilots, 
or those I have not met, I am an H4/P3 
pilot who has been flying in Southern 
California since 2002.  My ‘day job’ is 

in management; serving a variety of gov-
ernmental and private agencies over the 
past 30 years with a background in com-
puter science and management.  The 
folks at Crestline and Soboba saw fit to 
have me as Treasurer (both sites, includ-
ing currently at Soboba) and President 
(2 terms at Crestline).  My member-
ship dues also support SDHGPA and 
SHGA J.  Finally, I operate the Soaring 
Predictor www.soaringpredictor.info for 
southern California and beyond.

Being a USHPA Regional Director 
and Board member has had its ups and 
downs.  There are some great times like 
rewarding safe pilots and supporting 
P5/H5 applications.  There are also 
unpleasant duties when trying to corral 
some of our more free-spirited brethren.  
I hope most members recognize we have 
a volunteer board and tiny staff trying to 
do good things for our sport and help it 
survive in the face of development and 
legal challenges. 

When I ran two years ago I made 
some promises and I hope you watched 
me keep them. I continue to work to 
get information out to the member-
ship BEFORE the board meetings, and 
frankly I think it has been better.  If 
elected, I will continue to:

Maintain an e-mail list (see www.
flyregion3.com) and include all instruc-
tors and club officers in our region (yes, 
I’ve been spamming you);

Any other USHPA member in our 
region can opt-in to the list (yes, some of 
you have asked for more spam);

BEFORE each meeting, list mem-
bers will get a preview of items on the 
agenda (there may be ‘closed session’ 
items on litigation or personnel issues 
that cannot be included);

If an item comes forward that was 
not provided to the Board in advance, I 
will not vote in favor of the item.  If it 
wasn’t important/critical enough to get 
the Board, it is not critical/important 
enough to vote on;

After the meeting I will place how 
I voted at www.flyregion3.com.  What 

STATEMENTS

2016 ELECTION

http://www.soaringpredictor.info
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other Board members do is up to them; 
you will know how I voted.

Staying with the ‘no surprises’ theme, 
I am not independently wealthy, and do 
not operate a hang gliding/paragliding 
business to write off expenses against, 
so I will accept the airfare and hotel ex-
penses associated with Board meetings.  
I have learned the travel to board meet-
ings costs about $1,000 and USHPA 
reimburses $600.

 We have an awesome sport that 
has been a big part of my life for the 
past decade.  With your vote, I hope 
to continue make its governance more 
transparent and accessible to the mem-
bership. “No More Surprises!”

Region 3 | ken andRews
As every pilot who has taken more than 
a lesson or two knows, all the volunteer 
work so generously given is as essential 
to our sport as the flying itself.  To my 
way of thinking, many of the great-
est people in our sport are those who 
quietly contribute their time and effort 
to keep us all in the air.  Among that 
group, our USHPA board members are 
some of the most amazing, and I think 
it would be a thrill to work alongside 
these folks.  So there, in a nutshell, is 
the reason I’m asking for your support 
as a regional director.

Since my first hang gliding lesson 
fifteen years ago, I have been a week-
end pilot, in both senses of the phrase.  
During the week, I am at a desk, work-
ing as an electrical engineer in the aero-
space business (I’m the guy who writes 

the software that decodes the data that 
NASA’s spacecraft send back from 
Mars).  But if it is Saturday or Sunday, 
it’s a pretty sure bet that I’m in the air 
somewhere.  I’ve flown nearly every 
established site in Southern California, 
and while the Sylmar Hang Gliding 
Association is home, I also maintain an 
annual membership at Crestline, and 
sometimes at Santa Barbara and Soboba 
as well.  I’ve also dabbled in the national 
competition scene enough to admire the 
pilots who fly so much better than I ever 
will.  I am an H-5 pilot and an observer, 
and while I’m ignorant about the ways 
of paragliders, aside from a lesson or 
two, I firmly believe that we’re at our 
best when united as a single free-flight 
community.

The volunteer aspect of our sport 
has probably expanded my horizons 
as much, though not so literally, as the 
flying itself.  I’ve been on the board of 
directors of the Sylmar club for most of 
the past fifteen years, and the issues that 
an individual flight park faces aren’t so 
different from those at the national level.  
Meetings with federal agencies such as 
the National Park Service and the FAA, 
and written comments in response to 
land management plans, are constant 
undertakings to protect our sites and 
maintain good working relationships 
with these groups.  Insurance, safety, 
and pilot education are also issues that 
perpetually concern us all, both locally 
and nationally.

I am not in pursuit of an agenda, and 
because I would be new to the board, I 
cannot claim to know how I could be 
most useful to USHPA.  Instead, I can 
only say that I believe in our free flight 
community, and in all the people whose 
tireless efforts have made USHPA what 
it is today.  My aim is to help where I 
can, and to do my best for USHPA and 
for Region 3.

Region 4 | ken gRubbs
Thank You for allowing me to serve 
as your Region 4 representative to the 
USHPA Board of Directors for the last 
6 years. It has been a pleasure to work 
on your behalf to maintain a strong 
free flight organization that maintains 
and strengthens our flight privileges 
in the always interesting US flying 
environment. We have maintained our 
insurance program, kept our flying site 
inventory strong and hopefully we will 
soon see an increase in our member-
ship, as these items combine with our 
excellent instructor corps to bring new 
pilots into our strong existing pilot com-
munity.  Please allow me to continue 
representing you in the USHPA Board 
as Region 4 Director.

I am a H5 pilot that has been con-
tinuously and safely flying Hang Gliders 
in Region 4 for 41 years. I currently fly a 
number of gliders (Falcon, U2, T2C and 
VQ) to keep my flying hours spicy.  I get 
in a lot of skiing when the weather in 
Colorado does its winter thing, though 
we manage to still fly (Thank You 
Steamboat Ski Resort) in the winter 
months. I believe my experience still 
contributes to the benefit and safety of 
the whole Region 4 flying community. 
I have along with others have been 
helpful in bringing PG accessibility  to 
my home site in Steamboat Springs as 
well as other Colorado flying sites.   I 
am still working on my P1 rating and 
my poker skills (as a member of the 
Financial Redistribution Committee at 
the USHPA Board Meetings). 
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Region 5 | Josh PieRCe
As a regional director my goal is to 
represent you not only locally in access 
and other issues but also bring your 
concerns and opinions to the USHPA 
board meetings.   My dedication to the 
preservation of free flight will ensure 
that all board member responsibilities 
are efficiently met and all region five 
members have the resources they need 
to enjoy the sport to its fullest.

Flying over the Montana landscape 
is a free feeling; one that worldwide, 
pilots feel on beautifully varied terrains. 
I am lucky enough to call paragliding 
my favorite past-time.  I grew up in 
Washington State, sailing the waters of 
Puget Sound and skiing the Cascades. I 
then obtained my BA in Education and 
made Montana my home, where the 
endless recreational possibilities drew 
me and where I met my incredible wife, 
Jenny, a long distance runner and geolo-
gist.  After teaching elementary school, 
I obtained my Masters in Business 
Administration with a focus in Strategy 
and Management, and have a very re-
warding job as a Captain/paramedic in 
Livingston, Montana. I love taking full 
advantage of Livingston’s playground; 
skiing, fishing and floating and getting 
up to high places; but it’s flying that 
keeps my eye on the weather and my 
head in the clouds (hopefully).  I have 
served as your regional director for the 
last two years as well as working on the 
accident review committee.  I look for-
ward to continuing these pursuits and 
am always happy to answer your calls.

Regions 6/11 | tiki Mashy
First thank you David Glover for your 
years of service to the USHPA and 
Regions 6 & 11.  As thankless as this 
position may be, I do it for the same 
reason as the others - for the love of the 
sport. 

I could go down a laundry list of my 
qualifications from current HG School 
Owner to World Record Holder but it’s 
all out there on the WWW if you’re 
curious. 

Though I don’t need two USHPA 
cards to accommodate all my USHPA 
appointments and skills, like Paul 
Voight, I do have my fair share and with 
a diverse life history, heck I can author 
a legal brief and tow you up in the same 
day – you get the picture.  

When I started this hang gliding ad-
venture back in 1980 I always knew this 
was where I belong, even though I stick 
out like a square peg in a round hole, it’s 
still a perfect fit. 

Anyway, I truly believe in USHPA – 
yes the organization doesn’t always get it 
right and there are some naysayers but I 
am nonetheless honored to be a member 
and on your Board.  Folks in-the-know, 
told me I was crazy to want to throw my 
hat into the USHPA Board of Directors 
arena again, but I feel I can truly “carry 
the water” for my regions and all HG 
pilots in the country.  I listen and I hear 
you - in emails, phone calls, our flying 
site, meetings, comps, on forums, etc.  
Instead of you telling me what you need 
. . . I’m asking you what you want and 
how can USHPA be better.  USHPA 

is a member driven organization – we 
answer to you, the membership – so I 
also want to ensure that that message 
doesn’t get lost. That’s why I went back 
. . . I’m your messenger – trust me to 
deliver the right message.

Region 9 | laRRy dennis
I have been flying a paraglider since 
1998 and love it more than any other 
sport I have participated in over the 
years.  I have been an active club 
member since early in my paragliding 
years and have been an Official Observer 
for a number of years.  My interests in 
serving as the Region 9 Director are in 
the areas of site acquisition and reten-
tion, assisting in improving landowner 
relationships, increasing the number 
of active pilots and working towards 
continued safety for pilots, passengers 
and spectators.  Currently I am the 
chairman of the Site Development and 
Chapter Support Committee.  I look 
forward to being of service to our pilots, 
Region 9, and the USHPA.

My interest in flying began when I 
was very young with plans to fly for the 
United States Air Force.  I joined the 
ROTC program and had the oppor-
tunity to fly in a two seat jet (the T-33) 
and had the fun of doing loops, rolls 
and other maneuvers as well as spend-
ing several hours in a large cargo plane 
which just continued to whet my inter-
est in flying.  After being commissioned 
into the USAF my first assignment was 
at a research laboratory and during this 
time, hang gliders were just starting to 
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come on the scene.  I bought a book on 
hang gliding with the hope of flying one 
someday.  Unfortunately life, my career, 
and further schooling put flying on hold 
for a while.  Paragliding training began 
in 1998 and I have been flying ever since.  

Shortly after obtaining my paraglider 
certification in 1992, I joined our local 
club, the Southwest Virginia Hang 
Gliding Club (Skywackers for short) 
and I have been  an active member of 
the club.  For a number of years I served 
as the club paragliding safety office 
following which I was asked to become 
the club president, a position I have 
had the privilege to hold since 2008.  
Our club has been quite active over the 
years in assisting with maintenance and 
improvement of a number of launches 
and LZs.  In addition I have assisted 
our club in opening six launches in 
southwest Virginia as well as making 
LZs available to pilots.  I have been 
intimately involved in the development 
of the Eagle Rock flying site in south-
west Virginia.  In 2009 I received the 
USHPA Outstanding Service Award; 
however this award truly was earned by 
our club due to the work of the mem-
bers over the years.  

Region 10 | bRuCe weaveR
We, who get to experience the joy of 
flight, are a fortunate few, but we need 
more...  As pilots, I believe we all have 
the ability and responsibility to help 
our sport flourish.  We do this by being 
good ambassadors for our sport, work-

ing with our local clubs, or teaching 
others to fly.  Through these types of 
actions, each one of us can make an 
impact on the future of hang gliding and 
paragliding.

I started flying in 1986, became an 
instructor in 1987 and have been man-
aging Kitty Hawk Kites Flight School 
since 1991.  This has given me some 
unique insight into the challenges facing 
the individual pilot as well as our sport 
in general.  During this time, I have had 
the privilege to work with many great 
pilots and instructors in our region and 
throughout the country.  Region 10 has 
some of this country’s  premier teach-
ing and flying sites: from the dunes of 
North Carolina to the Appalachian 
mountains, down to the towing op-
erations of Florida.  Our pilots are as 
diverse as our sites and we each have 
individual challenges, needs and goals. 
The one thing we all have in common is 
a passion for flight and the desire to see 
our sport thrive.  It is incumbent upon 
all of us to share this passion in order 
to continue to improve and to grow.  I 
have dedicated the last 25 years to 
introducing people to hang gliding and 
paragliding and I believe that in order to 
grow, we must address the needs of the 
individual as well as the challenges of 
our sport as a whole.  I look forward to 
continuing my role as Regional Director 
and pledge to address the needs of 
Region 10’s pilots and instructors, as 
well as strive to enhance all aspects of 
our sport for the future.

Region 10 | Matt tabeR
As a Flight Park manager/owner I share 
many of the same issues and chal-
lenges that face USHPA. I feel that 
my experience in dealing with these 
same concerns qualifies me to be a part 
of the management body of USHPA. 
During my tenure as one of your region 
10 directors I feel I have made strong 
contributions and if elected for this next 
term I have the interest and desire to 
continue to work on the many chal-
lenges that face our organization. I have 
the member’s interest at heart and I am 
easy to get ahold of for your needs.   I 
appreciate your past support and will 
continue to earn your support in the 
future if elected.
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by Mitch Shipley
      

“Slam! Man, that’s the third time I got 
spit out of those bullets. Those little 
pinnacles sure looked like good trigger 
points, but the thermals are just ripping 
off them. Now I’m below. Could work 
back up from below—up the face. Naw, 
I’m getting low back here and I can’t 
even see a good glide path out. Boy, that 
happened fast. Better start out. Pretty 
turbulent and sinky down here. Looking 
up at that ridgeline in front is a bad 
thing. So do I pick the canyon route to 
the left or right? Which way is the wind 
going? Which side would have the least 
rotor? Hmm—picking wrong may kill 
me. Guess I’ ll go right.”

T
hat was 30 seconds of thought 
train during my flight in the 
5th round of the Wild West 

Championship competition in the 
Reno area last August (1999). What 
follows is a different kind of accident 
report. One written from inside the 
head of the accidentee: me. I share it 
in hopes of providing some food for 
thought to my other flying buddies. 
We hang glider pilots often live a 
charmed life. Soaring on stuff we can’t 
even see. Experiencing flights most 
people only have in their dreams. We 
often read articles on the thrill of vic-
tory—the record-breaking flights, the 
special spiritual flights in beautiful 

as youR hang gliding Accident 
Reporting Co-chair, my main job is to use 
accident/incident reports to help educate 
the membership about the elements that 

contributed to accidents and thus prevent 
repeating the same sequence. Even being 
the author (and victim!) of the following 

article, published in 1999, did not prevent 
me from almost doing the same dance 

again in my first mountain foot launch 
comp in over a decade (in Valle de Bravo 

in 2014). Clearly there is value in periodi-
cally reviewing history as we (or at least 
I….) seem to be drawn to repeat it. The 
Sport Class world championships, held 
in France in 2014, were mountain foot-
launch, and the revival of the mountain 

foot-launch competition at Dinosaur last 
September, hopefully indicate a growing 

interest in renewing foot-launch hang 
gliding comps in the US (because they’re 

different and fun!). In that context, I 
think this article is a great review.

DARK SIDE
DON't GIVE IN TO THE
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now with 
topo maps, 

roads and cities

places. Well, here is one on the agony 
of defeat. About taking a chance and 
having it not work out so well. Not as 
inspiring, but every bit as important 
to file away as a tidbit that goes into 
future decision-making. My story is 
about the “dark side” of hang gliding 
that can seduce you. Don’t give in to it, 
but know it is there. May the force be 
with you.

THE STORy
“On the ground waiting to start round 
five. Done pretty well the last three 
days, but not closing on the leaders. 
Needed 350 points after day one and 
have only gained 120. Gotta win by 20 
minutes or more to make up that kind 
of ground with a tarp-start format. 
Two, maybe three thermals ahead. 
Maybe even a different route so they 
can’t pimp. Conditions been pretty 
tough here at McClellan. Isn’t soarable 
early, then trickles in around noon. 
About a half-hour window where the 
lift builds to get you high enough to 
go, before the westerlies pick up and 
shut down the lift for a few hours. OK, 
there go Butch and Jersey launching. 
Paris and JZ launched earlier and have 
been cheatin’ death out there for 20 
minutes, but they are still in the air. 
Must be time to go.

“Weak lift but going up. Stair step—
try to stay on top. Five minutes to the 
tarp. See if I can snap a start right 
when the tarp comes out—hopefully 
drifting in lift. There’s the tarp—got a 
few pics. Where is everybody? Looks 
like JZ is out of here. Everybody else 
just burbling. Stay on top—dribble 
out of here.

“Nine grand over the back. Better 
than a few days ago. Looks like Jersey 
and Butch did a little better upwind 
in that light climb. Maybe should have 
gone up to them—shoulda, woulda, 
coulda. Ah, but going upwind sucks—
bit me before. OK, what now? Ooh, 

look. There’s JZ working the ridgetop 
past Virginia City. Jersey and Butch’s 
gaggle is heading cross and out front 
to that rim on the edge of the valley. 
Man, that rim has worked great the 
last few days, but it is off courseline a 
little. This thermal has been zero to 
50 for a bit now. Time to go, what’s 
it gonna be? If I take the long glide 
to the rim JZ is on I’ll get a thermal 
ahead right out of the gate. If it doesn’t 
work I’ll have to fly out low into the 
Highway 50 valley and then that gets 
real slow. No balls, no blue chips. 
Here we go.

“Lotta dinosaur country back here, 
but the glide is going well. Still got 
a good line out if I need it, kind of 
a quartering tail. OK—little burble 
on the face. Couple turns. That’s it. 
Sashay right up the face. Working 
good. Lift should get better as I slide 
up the face. Those pinnacles over 
there at the top of those fingers look 
good. Should be able to slide over 
there. Still could glide out, but would 
be low on the valley floor. Come on, 
baby, work it. All right, sliding up the 
finger. Where’s the core? Wham—oh, 
there’s a piece. Half a turn—thou-
sand up—this is my ticket out of 
here—right over this pinnacle—work 
it, work it, hang on. Bam! Well, that 
was a kick in the butt! Keep banked 
hard—get back around. Center on 
that pinnacle—there’s the surge. Wait, 
wait, wait—OK, wrap it up. One turn 
going up. Turbulent—keep banked 
hard. Man, kicked out hard again. 
Multiple cores—disorganized. Don’t 
want to go upside down. Maybe over 
there on the other pinnacle. Bad sink. 
Not sliding up the finger like I was. 
OK, here’s another piece. Right at 
pinnacle level—work it over the peak. 
Bank hard. 

“Slam! Man, that’s the third time 
I got spit out of those bullets. Those 
little pinnacles sure looked like good 

DON't GIVE IN TO THE

http://www.flymaster-usa.com
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trigger points, but the thermals are 
just ripping off them. Now I’m below. 
Could work back up from below—up 
the face. Naw, I’m getting low back 
here and I can’t even see a good glide 
path out. Boy, that happened fast. 
Better start out. Pretty turbulent and 
sinky down here. Looking up at that 
ridgeline in front is a bad thing. So do 
I pick the canyon route to the left or 
right? Which way is the wind going? 
Which side would have the least rotor? 
Hmm—picking wrong may kill me. 
Guess I’ll go right.

“It ain’t over till it’s over. Stay on 
the left side of the canyon, something 
might be going up. There’s a little up. 
Slide back into the wall. Not enough 
room to 360, too low and the lift is 
funky. Probably would lose more than 
gain and this is no place to lose. OK, 
out of it now. Keep going down the 
canyon. Man, I’m low—bottom third 
of this canyon and 100’ AGL. Humm. 
Which way is the wind flow? Can’t 
tell—turbulent. There’s the end of the 
canyon. Paved road, power lines, just 
more canyon down there.

“OK, we are not landing —we’re 
in the survive mode. Left side of the 
canyon wall—going fast—maybe up 
slope/cross slope. There’s a tree. Could 
go around. No, banking and cranking 
down here is a loser—pull in, pick up 
speed, dive below the tree. Center the 
tree—push out, bleed off, push out. 
Heading right for the center. Flare! 
Let go, tuck fetal. Control bar hit, 
caught, and flipped the glider upside 
down on top of the tree. Ohhh—slid-
ing out. Right leading edge first. Tuck 
up, tuck up. Pop, crack, SLAM!

“Still conscious—no blinding flash 
of light on impact. Glider’s upside 
down and I’m lying on it. Downtubes 
to the sky and they’re not even bent. 
Boy, I bet that looked bad from the 
air. Better unhook, move the glider 
around a bit so at least they know I’m 
squirming around down here. Get 
on the radio, tell the team I’m OK. 
Wonder how bad the glider’s hurt? 
Can I get back and fix it before tomor-
row’s round? Hmm—good to be on 
the ground.”

MORE FACTS
So that’s my story and I’m stickin’ to it. 
Some other tidbits about the accident: 
The glider was in fact kind of totaled. 
As I slid out of the tree the right 
wingtip hit first, going through, in 
sequence, the right outboard leading 
edge, the right crossbar (which went 
messily through the sail), and the rear 
keel section. Most battens on the right 
side looked like pretzels. Breaking all 
that aluminum did bunches to soften 
the impact and I literally walked 
away with only a slight linear bruise 
where I must have landed on a flying 
wire (good thing I hadn’t stripped the 
plastic coating off). The tree was really 
more of a big 25-foot-tall bushy type 
of thing on the left-side canyon wall. 
The impact zone (certainly couldn’t be 
called a landing zone) was in a canyon 
about 300 feet deep and 400 feet 
across at the top, with sides inclined 
between 30 to 40 degrees. The sides 
had scrub brush, rocks, gravel and the 
occasional tree/bushy thing. 
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SOME ANALySIS & REFLECTION
Post-accident reflection and analysis 
provided a few more tidbits of info 
and food for thought. It was helpful 
(and really cool looking) to plot my 
GPS track overlaid on a DeLORME 
Topo map (see figures). My best guess 
is that I flew into a lee-side thermal 
area. While soaring around launch, 
the initial thermal drift direction 
indicated a WSW flow. As the lift got 
better and the wind picked up slightly, 
the drift was from a more westerly 
wind. The valley ridgeline behind 
launch zigzags around a little for the 
first five to ten miles over the back. 
Seeing JZ’s climbing glider, I thought 
I would be working a WSW flow into 
a SW-facing ridge. As it turned out, 
the changing wind and topography 
direction put me in a more lee-side 
area. I was unsuccessful at working 
the rough air, got too low and lost 
while trying to fly out in the same lee-
side turbulence. Of course all of this 
is 20/20 hindsight and cross-country 
hang gliding is not that exact of a sci-
ence. Bottom line was I tried to cut a 
long glide too close, pushed it too hard 
and it bit me.

At some point I switched from 
a “landing mode” to a “surviving the 
crash” mode. I got lucky and the 
25-foot bushy tree that I momen-
tarily perched in worked out very well. 
Flaring into that tree at 20-30mph 
was preferable to trying to flare or 
land on a 35-degree rocky slope in 
rotor conditions. Pulling in to pick 
up speed and maintain controllability 
allowed me to accurately center-punch 
that tree with a flare, and then use my 
favorite tuck fetal technique. The tree 
and glider (rather than the glider, me 
and the rocks) took all of the flying 
energy out of the system. The 20 to 30 
foot fall from being at rest and having 
the glider fortuitously absorbing much 
of that fall (the lucky part you can’t 
always count on—but then again 

sometimes you don’t fall out) turned 
out highly preferable to landing/crash-
ing into the rock canyon wall. Landing 
in a tree is sometimes the lesser of two 
evils—keep it in mind. Worked for 
me. 

SO WHAT’S THIS DARK SIDE?
What I call the “dark side” is the force 
that seduced me into making that 
risky long glide and working that ratty 
air. The dark side is the part of your 
brain that pulls you in the direction 
of increasing risk, toward that line 
between way cool and way scary. One 
problem here is that there is no well-
defined point between the light (way 
cool) and the dark (way scary) sides. 
It’s a big gray transition. The dark side 
pulls you through increasing levels of 
gray (of risk) until all of a sudden you 
realize you’ve gone too far in and it’s 
black, dark, and scary. You’ve crossed 

that gray region between the “Wow, 
I went for it and that was way cool!” 
to the “Wow, I went for it—what a 
moron.” Been there, done that. 

THE PATH TO THE DARK SIDE
The paths to the dark side vary, but 
here are two I’ve seen (and done 
myself). Things are way cool, hanging 
around your home site, soaring with 
the eagles and you’re lovin’ life. You’re 
on top of the stack, maybe flirting 
with some clouds and you’re wonder-
ing what mere mortals are doing today. 
While you are smiling in nirvana land, 
conditions change without you notic-
ing. The wind picks up or changes di-
rection. That cloud gets a little bigger 
and darker. That great glide back to 
the front of the ridge that you’ve been 
enjoying isn’t so great anymore. This is 
the “it got dark while I wasn’t look-
ing” approach. Or maybe it happens 
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after a series of really good things on 
a bitchin’ XC. Good thermals and 
climbs, good glides, nice ridge-soaring 
conditions. Then you make that overly 
optimistic mistake of thinking it will 
be just as good down range or over 
the back. Maybe you go for that low 
save, that long glide or that personal 
distance record. This is the “it’s so 
light here, it can’t be that dark over 
there” approach. 

Both of these are examples of being 
caught up in an epic flight. One may 
be the scenic variety while the other 
is the personal record type but both 
share the same promise for an epic 
experience that we may tell around 
the campfire. We like to win and most 
of us like to tell our buddies about 
it. The pull comes from our desire to 
achieve.

THE DARK SIDE IS SNEAKy
Besides having no good line between 
the light and dark side, another partic-
ularly seductive thing about the dark 
side is maybe you’ve done these same 
things often before and got away with 
it. You might not even have known 
that you were getting away with some-
thing. This tends to color your objec-
tivity on just how dark or risky some 
decisions are. This continues until the 
dark side gets you and you find your-
self in that ugly, dark and scary place 
thinking, “The only thing worse than 
being on the ground wishing you were 
in the air, is being in the air wishing 
you were on the ground.” Hopefully 
you get to the ground safely with only 
soiled underwear and have the chance 
to re-evaluate your decisions. 

IS DARK-SIDE PULL ALL BAD?
If the dark side is what makes us push 
the envelope and accept greater levels 

of risk, is it all bad? Maybe it’s the 
thing that makes it possible for us to 
accept the inherent risks of hang glid-
ing and continue to fly and improve. 
Much of hang gliding is all about 
managing increasing levels of risk, 
from our first mountain launch, to 
the first 360, to the first over-the-back 
XC experience. If you didn’t want to 
accept any risk, then you wouldn’t 
even launch. Hey, find a new sport, 
bud, hang gliding is not for you. 

Where do you draw the line? The 
answer is “it depends”—because of 
that big gray transition. Depends on 
where you are, what the conditions are, 
what the capabilities of the equipment 
you have are, what your skills are, how 
many beers you had last night, and 
what level of personal risk you want 
to take. Many of these things change 
minute by minute in flight (except 
for possibly the beers, but I have 
heard stories…) and that is, at least 
for me, much of the allure of flying 
hang gliders. When you hang from 
the strap, there is only one pilot-in-
command, and we all make our own 
decisions. You have to learn to make 
good decisions. The trick is to survive 
the process.

SURVIVINg THE DARK SIDE.
If taking risks is inherent to flying 
hang gliders, and we all experience 
dark-side pull, how do we enhance 
the likelihood of surviving it? First, 
by working in small increments to 
increase the knowledge and skill base 
you require to make informed risk-
assessment decisions. It is by learning 
in small chunks that you limit how 
badly you can screw up when you try 
new things. Also, when you experi-
ment, do so under benign, controlled 
conditions: Try gliding to the next 
big field even when you don’t have 
to. Systematically fly faster at your 
home site to find out what happens 
to your glider’s control forces and 
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responses. Learn about how badly 
your glide deteriorates when you fly 
faster than normal as you might have 
to do when gliding upwind to reach 
a safe LZ. Practice harsh high-speed 
maneuvering at altitude in smooth 
conditions so that when you are stuck 
in a rotoring canyon as I was you can 
make a reluctant hang glider do what 
you need it to. The list is endless, but 
the point remains the same. The dark 
side exists, and if its influence upon 
each of us varies in degree, it is only a 
matter of degree. You will inevitably 
find yourself having been seduced into 
an unpleasant situation, and at that 
time you will desperately need to have 
the tools to get out of it. 

HOW STRONg IS THE FORCE?
The pull of the dark side varies greatly 
between different pilots. I fly opti-
mistically. I am optimistic on the 
conditions and I am optimistic on 
my ability to play the cards that are 
dealt. The pull of the dark side (how 
easily I accept higher risk) is strong 
within me. I know others who are not 
so easily lured into high-risk situa-
tions. Mark Bolt and I have flown 
several comp seasons together. Same 
comps, same tasks, same driver, same 
radio frequency and he is rarely seen 

to be without an easy glide out to the 
main road—and often beats me in 
the comps, but that’s a whole other 
good story for some other time. Our 
personal choices in similar situa-
tions results in two very different 
approaches. I have seen other pilots 
that are smack dab in the middle of 
the dark scary place and don’t know 
it. These are the pilots we all should 
really worry about and try to help—or 
convince to quit. The point here is the 
pull of the dark side—your tendency 
to accept increasing levels of risk—is 
very personality-dependent. 

How much is the pull of the dark 
side skill-dependent? Skill typically 
comes with experience, which usually 
results in better understanding of 
what’s going on. This understanding 
tends to make the more skilled pilot 
more aware of all the different types 
of risks out there and prevents dark-
side pull stemming from ignorance. 
You could say skill and experience 
decreases dark-side pull, but I think 
it is a lesser effect when compared to 
personality. 

As a final point, one may ask if the 
fog of competition made me get reck-
less, increasing the pull of the dark 
side. I can’t blame it on that. Many 
of my friends know (and on occasion 

have told me, thank you) that I push it 
pretty hard even when fun-flying. No, 
competition may shine a bright light 
on your flying style, but it is the same 
style that you brought to the meet. I’d 
say the two big drivers in dark-side 
pull are personality and, to a lesser 
extent, knowledge or lack thereof.

CLOSINg THOUgHTS
If you hang glide, you accept risk. 
How each of us manages that risk is 
different and depends on many things, 
but personality is a big player. 

The wrong thing to do is try to 
avoid all risk—you can’t do it and you 
want a little practice getting around 
in the dark when the lights go out 
unexpectedly.

Just because you got away with it, 
doesn’t mean it was low risk. 

Listen to your friends. 
Never quit learning, adapting, 

trying.
It ain’t over till it’s over.
It’s OK not to launch. It’s OK to go 

out and land. The mountains and the 
sky will be out there tomorrow.

Some of the most epic, spiritual, 
and rewarding personal experiences 
I have ever had have been in a hang 
glider—and I had to launch to have 
them. 
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TIP-TOP TOWING
AT LOST CREEK LAKE

by Christina Ammon

C
ome summertime, I tend to 
stay within a 10-mile radius of 
Woodrat Mountain, Oregon. Most 

everything I need is here: landing zones, 
friends, wineries, grocery stores, swim-
ming holes, and, of course, thermals 
right outside my front door.

But in late May I broke the suction, 
packed a cooler, and drove east to Lost 
Creek Reservoir. It was a cool, overcast 
day—definitely not going to be great 
one for flying—but for the paraglider 
pilots out at Lost Creek Lake, it was 
nothing that a winch and a motorboat 
couldn’t solve.

Towing at Lost Creek Lake is 
becoming a popular alternative to 
flying Woodrat for local and visiting 
pilots. Pilot Ryan Grizzell has taken 
the lead out there, procuring a boat 
and equipment and honing his towing 
skills. He’s also been savvy in the PR 
department. He’s made friends with 
the lake officials—the BLM, sheriff ’s 
department, Army Corps of Engineers 

and the marina staff—even giving them 
tandems. “They more than tolerate it,” 
he said. “They love it.”

Lost Creek Lake is only about an 
hour from Woodrat, but it requires a 
traverse through big-box-store hell to get 
there. The drive is worth it. Eventually, 
the Best Buys, Costcos, and Staples 
yield to handwritten signs advertis-
ing worms, beer, and ammo. Then 
one finally arrives in a tranquil setting 
interspersed with trees and hills and 
stretches of a swift river as well as raft 
put-ins, in the quaint town of Shady 
Cove, and, finally, a view of the lake 
itself.

When I pulled up in the grassy 
day-use area, paragliders were scat-
tered across the green field like spring 
wildflowers. Though Grizzell frequently 
tows on weekends, this particular week-
end was designated “AcroCamp.” Ryan 
had planned it well in advance, so out-
of-town pilots could attend, and he had 
towboats in action. While he was at the 

helm of the AcroTow boat, Jay Cromer 
did laps with his own SkyWalker boat.

Unlike the SIV clinics sometimes 
held on the lake, this camp provided 
pilots with an opportunity for inde-
pendent practice. Experienced pilots 
brought their own training regime, and 
Grizzell provided the boat and towing 
expertise. I sat at a picnic bench with 
pilot Sam Einhorn, who had helped 
Grizzell acquire equipment and permis-
sion, and chatted with him while he 
waited his turn. “The goal is to create a 
southern Oregon community of support 
to learn from each other and give each 
other informal feedback,” Sam said. 

“But since it’s one of the few towing op-
erations on the West Coast, it’s attract-
ing pilots from out of the area.” 

Bob Sylvester, an Air Force pilot 
from Seattle, was one of them. The 
cross-country flying near his home 
doesn’t appeal to him, so he’s happy to 
drive down for AcroCamp. “I’ve towed 
a lot of times, and this is the best I’ve 

“I DIDN’T gEAR UP THAT DAy, 
BUT AS ANyONE WHO HAS 

EVER WATCHED TOWINg AND 
ACRO-PRACTICE OVER THE LAKE 

KNOWS, IT’S RARELy DULL.” 
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seen,” he said. “They are getting us really 
high—about 3500 feet, I’d guess.” This 
allowed plenty of altitude for him to 
work on his helicopter maneuvers. 

After watching a few tows from 
the shore, I took a spin on the boat 
with Grizzell while he towed his wife, 
Donetta. Her goal for the day: to get 
acquainted with her new Wildcat Icaro. 
She’d just adjusted the trimmers and 
was getting a feel for the new dynamic. 
Once in the air, she induced a few 
deflations and frontals to see how it 
would react. Back on the ground, she 
was happy. The wing was more self-
correcting with the new adjustments. 

“My previous wing was a Mojo, so this 
is a Lamborghini in comparison,” she 
laughed. 

Donetta prefers the consistency of 
towing over launching off the mountain. 

“Every launch is identical. The condi-
tions are predictable; that is what makes 
me comfortable. I know exactly where 
I’m going.” She enjoys floating around, 
playing with spirals, wingovers, and 
simple maneuvers. She’s also pulled a lot 
of stalls, having stopped counting at 78.

Local pilot Michael Hancock is 
partial to towing as well. “I like the feel 
of carving the air with gravity, keeping 
everything taut and connected. You 
really feel gravity, unlike in an airplane 
cockpit, where you don’t feel it.”

 I didn’t gear up that day, but as 
anyone who has ever watched towing 
and acro-practice over the lake knows, 
it’s rarely dull. Yet, as exciting as it is to 
watch people tumble through acrobatics, 
if you are looking for a dose of slapstick 
paragliding schadenfreude, you aren’t 
going to find it at AcroCamp. Grizzell 
runs a tight motorboat and limits it to 
experienced pilots.

Interested in joining the fun? Here 
are the details:

HOW TO gET THERE
AcroCamp is held at Joseph J. Stewart 
State Park day-use area on Lost Creek 
Lake. To get there from Woodrat 
Mountain, take Highway 238 to 
Highway 62. Follow Highway 62 
through Shady Cove and look for signs 
to Joseph H. Stewart State Park. Expect 
a one-hour drive from Woodrat.

when: Although pilots are often 
out towing informally on weekends, 
Grizzell intends to organize two 
AcroCamps each year, which will run 
from three to six days. Often there 
are two boats running—Grizzell’s 

“AcroTow” boat and Jay Cromer’s 
“Skywalker” boat.

how MuCh: $45 per tow, or ten tows 
for $400

who: AcroCamp is for people 
who are comfortable performing SIV 

maneuvers on their own and who have 
towing skills and awareness over water 
without radio assistance.

ContaCt: To get the latest on week-
end towing and AcroCamp, visit www.
acrotow.com, or contact Ryan Grizzell 
at ryangrizzell@acrotowparagliding.
com. Jay Cromer also often runs his 
towing rig out at the lake. Contact him 
at jaycromer@me.com.

wheRe to stay: Camping at the 
lake is available one mile away from the 
towing area. It’s $17/night for a tent. 
Full hook-ups are $22/night. 

wheRe to eat: The Lost Creek Lake 
Marina has a restaurant that is open for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

what to eXPeCt: Although informal 
feedback is provided, there is no formal 
instruction, so don’t expect to be talked 
through maneuvers. Radio is used only 
to communicate between the shore and 
boat. The boat stays close to the pilots 
the entire time.

video link: See the SkyWalker 
boat in action at Lost Creek 
Lake: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RzisQsXhhp8  

Christina Ammon writes from The 
Crash Pad at Woodrat Mountain 
in Ruch, Oregon. Contact her at 
woodratcrashpad@gmail.com.

LEFT Eyes on the prize. Ryan tows up Donetta. BELOW Ryan Grizell on the acrotow machine. 
BOTTOM A pilot readies for launch and a shot of adrenaline once they release.

AT LOST CREEK LAKE
by Christina Ammon
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words by Dawn Westrum   images by Nicolas Assaeil

I
t was the equivalent of throwing down the gauntlet. A 
2013 video published by the Red Bull X-Alps claimed that 
women might not be suited for this race; perhaps they 

couldn’t hack it. In all previous editions the two women who 
had made the attempt hadn’t made it further than a few days 
into the race. 
Paragliding friends encouraged me to apply for the X-Alps, 
but suggested…maybe wait a couple of years; get some more 
flying experience first? I was going to be 37 years old for the 
2015 edition of the race and wondered if waiting a few years 
would help or hurt me. I determined to put my name out 
there and see what happened. 
Running is my major sport. I’ve done 10 years of ultra-mar-
athons, marathons, a hundred-mile run, Ironman triathlons, 
expedition adventure races, and countless other shorter 
events. I’ve slept just four hours over five days while pushing 
through 500 km of Scottish bogs. I knew I could survive the 
mileage the X-Alps would demand of my legs, as well as the 
sleep deprivation that would occur from moving 18 hours 
a day for up to two weeks. I’d also been flying a wide range 
of types of flights, from Colombia to England to the Canary 
Islands, over the past six years. 
But those experiences didn’t stop me from muttering, “Oh, 
crap,” when the email arrived on that fateful day, saying 
that I had been selected to compete in the 2015 Red Bull 
X-Alps. Perhaps it was because I understood the depth of 
the commitment I had just made to do my best to prepare for, 
and compete in, this huge race, to give it my all in the name 
of seeing how far I could go. Plus, I now had the weight of 
women pilots and extreme athletes resting on me, along with 
Yvonne Dathe of Germany, the other woman selected for 
this year’s event. I was there to show that women COULD 
compete. 
My husband Jim and I decided to spent two months train-
ing in the Alps before the race. Too much time, or too little? 
It was hard for us to leave home for so long, but I had told 
myself if I was going to do this race, I was going to do it to the 
best of my ability. As an American, I had the disadvantage 
of not living in the Alps and flying there year-round. I hoped 
spending time there before the race could help. 
Meeting up with fellow USA X-Alps athletes, Honza 
Rejmanek, Gavin McClurg and Dave Turner, in April, gave 
us all a confidence boost. We gathered in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, at the Foundation for Free Flight’s annual conference. 
The FFF had given generous financial support for the race, 
and this was our opportunity to say thank you in person. 

It also allowed the four of us to pool our knowledge, share 
resources, and brainstorm possible flying routes.
Once in Europe, we bought lots of paper maps, studied the 
route, and did everything we could to get information about 
the terrain on the course. I hiked it, we drove it, and I flew 
when the sun shone. The weather in May and June in Europe 
was pretty terrible, so I didn’t fly as much as I wanted. It 
rained for up to a week at a time; there may have been some 
cabin fever in our motorhome! We focused on the first third 
of the course, rather than rushing through all of it, because 
I figured my odds were better if I knew the beginning of the 
race well. After all, how far would I get? I might be elimi-
nated after a few days. 
I told myself I didn’t feel the pressure of being one of two 
women in the race, of needing to prove something about my 
gender. But there was pressure. I didn’t want to fizzle out 
and get eliminated early. I wanted my race to go well, but as 
a woman, I also wanted to show something to the world. I 
knew I had it in me, but there are so many variables in the 
X-Alps. Could I do it?
Training was tough. I struggled with anemia, due to the vast 
number of miles I was putting on my legs. There’s a very fine 
balance between doing too little and doing too much. Luckily, 
I had many endurance races under my belt and understood 
what it would take to prepare for this one. I hoped. I built up 
my endurance as much as I could and then gave myself a good 
long taper to be fully rested and recovered for the start. 

LEFT Honza Rejmanek (USA) at the bottom of the Brenta, in Italy on Day 5. 
RIGHT Gavin McClurg (USA) hiking the Galibier Pass in France on Day 10. 
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My supporters came out of the woodwork during the week 
before the race. Jim and Chuck were my main supporters but 
Mike, Cano, Boga, and Jarek filled in the cracks and cheered 
me on along the way. I know you’re thinking that I had alto-
gether too many supporters. True, but it worked, and I hope 
they all enjoyed the experience. Jim and I made some great 
friends the week before the race, while preparing alongside the 
other athletes and supporters. 
The race itself was (in my mind) two races: the prologue (a 
short sprint event a few days ahead of the main race start) and 
the main race. I feared the prologue the most. I knew I didn’t 
have the speed to keep up with the faster guys. True to my 
fears, I came in dead last. Uh-oh. 
All I could hope for was a little luck and some time to walk 
everyone into the ground when the X-Alps finally started. My 
prayers were answered on Day 1, when every single athlete 
flew over the Dachstein Massif, the highest turnpoint in the 
race. It was an amazing start and gave me a boost of self-confi-
dence I needed. I could fly with these guys!
So I’m happy to report I had a great race overall, making 
key flights when I needed them and managing to stay ahead 

of elimination. In fact, I traveled farther in the race than I 
believed would be possible. My team actually ran out of maps 
after entering Switzerland. Oops. My supporters had to 
scramble to find the trails and information I needed. That’s a 
pretty good problem to have. 
I did finally get eliminated one day before the race ended. By 
then, I had experienced so many great flights and such amaz-
ing scenery that I was sated. The Matterhorn! My goal for the 
race! My unobtainable, out-of-reach goal was in front of me, 
lurking above Zermatt like a great dessert at a five-star restau-
rant. On my last afternoon, I flew in and landed in Zermatt, 
Switzerland, to meet my supporters and friends for a celebra-
tion dinner. I could have flown farther that day, but it’s not 
always about the mileage. 
Although I HAD covered a lot of miles over 11 days—291 
miles on my feet, to be exact, with another 546 miles in the air. 
I had climbed the equivalent of sea level to Mt. Everest almost 
five times. I had survived 11 days, more than any women had 
by a long shot. Most surprisingly, I had walked farther, overall, 
than most of the men! In the end, I believe I did prove women 
are capable of not only competing, but doing well in this race. 
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It’s what I enjoy most about the sport of paragliding: We are 
all in the air together and can battle it out together. 
Along with the race, I was amazed with the support people 
gave me from all corners of the world—from the women who 
pulled up in the pouring rain to offer me a hot drink, to the 
couple who waited at a deserted checkpoint for me to pass 
through at 6:00 a.m., to the hundreds who commented on my 
online posts—let me say thank you. Knowing you were out 
there rooting for me kept me pushing hard. Thanks! 
These personal experiences also make for great stories, too 
many to share in a short article or blog. So I’m planning to 
write a book about the 2015 Red Bull X-Alps. I want to 
share my amazing experience, the knowledge I gained, and a 
little of the insanity of preparing for and enduring one of the 
toughest, longest races of my life.  

OPPOSITE Pawel Faron (POL) flying close to the Dolomitic big cliffs in 
Italia on Day 5. ABOVE Gaspard Petiot (FRA) flying after big storms in 
Italia on Day 4. FOLLOWING PAGE Gavin McClurg (USA) finishing his 
X-Alps 2015 flying over Monaco on Day 11.



28 HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING MAGAZINE



29HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING MAGAZINE



30 HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING MAGAZINE

L
ike the Albatross, awkward on the 
ground and yet able to fly with an 
unimaginable grace, it’s times like 

this when we want our training and 
the resulting muscle memory to get us 
in the air and skyward. We want our 
experience and our currency to allow for 
a light touch on the control frame and 
for a focus and presence throughout our 

launch run to ease our minds. 
The unfortunate truth is that for 

many, work, family, money and time—
in other words, everyday life—can all 
decrease our ability to fly our hang 
gliders on a regular basis. This leads 
to a lack of currency that can cause a 
sense of insecurity during the critical 
moments of a launch run. This seems 

especially true when the conditions 
are active, you’re standing on top of an 
unfamiliar site, or when your friends are 
soaring high above and you’re anxious to 
join them.

I wanted to write an article about 
changing our mindset during the act of 
launching our hang gliders. Remember, 
there’s never “the” way, only “a” way, so 

by Jeff Shapiro

FLY THE GLIDER OFF THE HILL
Launch Techniques

You’ve done your hang 
check. You’ve made sure 
your leg loops are on. 
Your chinstrap to your 
helmet is clipped. Your 
parachute handle is ac-
cessible and your pins 
are secure. 

The walk over to launch 
has you feeling anxious. 
You know if you can get 
off the ground and into 
the sky, it’ll be smooth 
sailing, but here, the wing 
feels heavy and awk-
ward, the wind pushy. 

You arrive at launch, set 
your basetube on the 
ground and lower the 
nose. A few deep breaths 
help, but you just want to 
get in the air, where you 
feel solid and secure, in 
total control of your wing.
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LEFT Jeff Shapiro prepares to launch from Glacier Point Apron in Yosemite National Park.

recognize this only as a technique that 
has worked for me, and one which might 
work for you as well. If you often find 
yourself intimidated on launch, rushing 
runs and/or inconsistent with mechani-
cal techniques, controlling your angle of 
attack for example, read on and hope-
fully this change in mindset will help to 
improve your launches.

It’s a simple switch of concepts: 
“running the glider off the hill” changed 
to “flying the glider off the hill.” I know, 
it sounds like semantics, but I think 
fundamentally, it’s different in the way 
we perceive each moment of the launch 
run and, for me, helps to achieve a more 
relaxed, present state of mind before 
and during the ever-critical moments of 
getting airborne.

When we learn on the training hill, 
the sequence of a proper launch requires 
us to do several techniques correctly. 
Not only do we have to do them cor-
rectly, we also have to do them in the 
correct order so that we can transition 
from standing still on the edge of a slope 
to flying with proper airspeed away from 
obstructions, namely the mountain and/
or trees. Without a lot of repetition, 
currency or experience, this can cause 
a bit of sensory overload. As students 
on the training hill, we end up working 
toward correcting mistakes until the se-
quence is so ingrained, so second nature, 
that we can begin to rely on our bodies 
to do the right things, even while experi-
encing the dreaded “sensory overload.” 

This is key because sensory overload 
is, to a degree, going to be felt by each 
and every pilot foot launching their 
wing, solo, for the first time. We do 
tandems and train with so much repeti-
tion that some might consider it to be 
overkill, but it’s this overkill which will 
ensure our reaction will effect the cor-
rect action when it’s needed most.

“But I’m not a new pilot,” you say? 
This change in mindset is even more 
applicable to you because you’ve already 

achieved a reasonable level of comfort 
and confidence in the air, which can be 
translated into the launch run. 

What I see on a fairly regular basis 
is a “downfall” of the unfortunate fact 
that once a pilot has long since gradu-
ated from the training hill, he or she no 
longer gets the repetition of multiple 
launches and landings on each flying 
day. When a new pilot makes a mistake 
on the training hill, it’s discussed, cor-
rected and worked on for, perhaps, the 
rest of the lesson. It’s reiterated until the 
mechanical error is no longer an issue. 
After leaving the training hill, each 
flying day can allow a pilot’s airtime 
to multiply exponentially, thus creat-
ing more comfort in the air, while only 
allowing a single launch and landing. 
Because of this, if a pilot is not flying 
all the time, the amount of exposure to 
launches and landings can be few and 
far between.

I’ve had the fortune over the years 
to watch thousands and thousands 
of launches, and fear is an interesting 
and very recognizable thing to see in 
someone’s eyes, in their body language. 
When I watch a pilot stand at launch, 
scared, it’s a struggle between want-
ing to somehow help and just keeping 
my mouth shut during such a critical 
moment. This article is basically a 
description of what I always want to 
suggest as a potentially helpful change 
in launch mindset.

We all remember the basics, the 
mechanics of a good launch. I’ll go 
through it but it’s the state of mind, in 
my humble opinion, which is key. If a 
pilot believes that he or she needs to 
simply run the glider off the hill when 
the time is right, a nervous waiting game 
ensues. Timing is indeed paramount but 
it’s more than that. The mindset that I 
try to have on launch is not to “run off 
the hill” but to “fly the glider off the hill.” 
Flying the wing from the downtubes is 
exactly the same whether you’re 1000 

feet off the ground or on the ground 
running down the launch slope, and it’s 
that confidence I have in the air which 
also allows for a more relaxed and confi-
dent launch run.

So, the glider is facing the relative 
wind, basetube on the ground and you’re 
checking conditions. You look and the 
flags are pointed straight toward you. 
The cycle feels right and the signs in the 
trees, the feeling of wind on your face, in 
your ears, reinforce your decision that 
it’s time to go. 

Lift the glider with your shoulders 
wedged deep in the A-frame. The 
downtubes on your shoulders, support-
ing the weight of the wing, allow your 
grip, grapevine or variation of, to be 
light. At this stage, your shoulders are 
the fulcrum and your hands the controls 
to help manage your pitch or angle of 
attack. With a light touch on the down-
tubes, you can more easily feel influence 
that requires correction. The game is 
to fix problems before they become a 
problem. 

Having the glider supported on 
your shoulders, as opposed to holding 
the weight of the wing lower and only 
with the strength in your hands, also 
positions the wing higher above you, 
resulting in your hang strap being closer 
to tight. As you begin your launch run, 
if there is less slack in the link between 
your harness and your CG, your weight 
will more quickly start to influence 
the wing, and will also provide a new 
fulcrum for efficient pitch control. 
There is a critical time during a launch 
run when the wing starts to lift off our 
shoulders and we lose a solid fulcrum 
to push and pull against for minor (or 
major) pitch corrections if need be. We 
have the ability to control pitch with 
the downtubes on our shoulders and 
again when our hang strap is tight but, 
as we start running and the glider starts 
flying, there is a short time that things 
can get away from us, most commonly 
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allowing the nose of the glider to “pop” 
or rise abruptly. The more efficiently we 
can make this transition happen, the 
better. Two things help this: a smooth 
and efficient acceleration, and starting 
with our shoulders deep enough in the 
control frame to have the glider high 
above our heads.

OK, now your eyes are forward, 
looking out from launch toward where 
you want to go. If you look down, the 
nose of the glider will follow. The glider 

is balanced and your light touch is 
allowing the nose of the glider to wind 
vane perfectly. All feels right and you 
confirm the conditions should remain 
supportive of your decision to launch. 

“Clear!”
Your first step is a walking step, 

which transitions into a jogging step 
or two. If you take off like a jackrabbit, 
the weight of the glider and the relative 
wind pushing back will have a tendency 
to cause the angle of attack to abruptly 

increase, so you ease into the launch 
run with a smooth acceleration. Again, 
it’s this transition from standing still to 
flight with a smooth efficiency that is 
always the goal when foot launching a 
hang glider.

Now you’re taking big strides 
downhill, allowing gravity and the steep 
nature of the launch slope to help you 
get the wing to launch speed. Here is 
where the change in mind set can count 
most. 

What I see from many pilots who are 
nervous, because of a lack of currency 
or strong conditions, is at this point 
they tend to let the intensity of this part 
of a launch overtake them and as they 
accelerate, they focus mostly on the 
head-down power required to getting 
the wing up to speed. It can be difficult 
to prevent that desire to get in the air 
translate into over-gripping the down-
tubes, jumping into flight, or pushing 
out to force flight before the wing is 
up to speed, all of which come from a 
mindset that screams, “I’m hoping for 
the best!”

What has worked for me is to instead 
begin my flight during my first walking 
step into a launch run. In my goal to 
keep the wing positioned directly over 
my head from the time I take that first 
step until I’m being pulled from my 
tippy toes into flight, I am flying the 
glider in exactly the same way I do while 
thousands of feet off the ground. For 
pilots who are experienced, this is an 
important mindset to get into because 
high in the air is where they are most 
comfortable, most experienced and 
the mechanics involved are essentially 
the same. Like flying in coastal soaring 
conditions and thermals alike, small 
adjustments to angle of attack and roll 
help us to coordinate turns and to fly 
with our friends, to name a few. During 
the all-important launch run, that very 
same skill set allows us to, with confi-

SEQUENCE  1. Gravity and big strides.         
2. Maintain the proper angle of attack.                   
3. Fly the glider off the hill.
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dence, react with those same familiar 
adjustments so that textured launch 
conditions don’t change the outcome of 
what we’re trying to do: get airborne and 
clear of the hill smoothly and safely. 

I like to think of it as a dance. I 
use power in my lower body as I run: 
big strides, eyes forward, light touch, 
smooth acceleration to full speed, but in 
my upper body, I remain “quiet.” As the 
glider floats off my shoulders to a tight 
hang strap, I literally fly the glider with 
the same sensitivity and movement that 
I use on a final glide into landing. The 
only difference is while launching I’m 
running, and when landing I’m not. The 
lower body should be inconsequential. 
Your legs are the motor and gravity the 
fuel, but piloting the wing is essential.

My goal is to keep the wing over my 
head. If my angle of attack is too low, 
the wing will speed up and get in front 
of me, causing me to dive off launch or, 
worse, lie down before I’m ready, which 
is exceptionally dangerous. If my angle 

of attack is too high, the wing gets 
behind me and I’m accelerating against 
the “air brake” caused by too much of 
the sail presenting to the wind or, worse, 
the glider plucks me off my feet into 
premature flight, which again is excep-
tionally dangerous. What I want is for 
the wing to fly me off the hill when it’s 
been piloted through a smooth accelera-
tion, gaining enough air speed to achieve 
controlled flight with a consistent and 
appropriate angle of attack. 

As I leave the ground, the first thing I 
do is relax. Then, I pull in a little to con-
tinue the smooth increase of air speed. 
Faster than best glide is a good place 
to aim for as you clear the hill because 
with extra speed comes the ability to 
avoid unexpected turbulence influencing 
the outcome of your launch. 

To reiterate, the mechanics described, 
or variations of, are essential and will 
add confidence to each and every launch, 
even if “it’s been a while” and especially 
if the conditions are “on.” But joining 

those skills to a proper mind set, a con-
fident mind set, will allow the launch to 
be relaxed. 

It’s only when we’re relaxed that our 
bodies can participate cohesively. As I 
stated, this method works for me. It’s 
not “the” way, only “a” way. But if you’re 
a pilot who feels comfortable in the air 
and nervous on launch, try to adjust 
your mindset and “fly the glider off the 
hill.” It might seem like semantics, but 
for me, this simple frame of mind helps 
me to find greater confidence to handle 
what comes my way during a launch run. 
Essentially, every launch is the most 
important launch of our lives. It’s not 
the “next” launch or the “last” launch, 

“his” launch or “her” launch. It’s “this” 
launch and it’s “your” launch. Be confi-
dent, make good decisions and most of 
all, have fun out there! Foot launching 
a hang glider into the wide-open sky 
is simply one of the coolest and most 
dream-like things a human being can do. 
Blue Skies!! 

http://willswing.com
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gLEN McFARLENE over POINT OF THE MOUNTAIN, UTAH  |  photo by LAUREN PEDRAZI.
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Back to the Past
DINOSAUR!

Neither the relentless grind of time, nor drifting tectonic 
rifts, nor some meteoric cataclysm, nor a Malthusian 
mammalian blooming, nor lifelong careless personal 

habits, for that matter, could slow these dinosaurs. They 
had one primal drive in their feverish brains: making goal.
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LEFT Gabbs, adopted home of the Tarantulas | photo by Jim Okomoto. 
TOP At camp | photo by Rick Devlin. PREVIOUS PAGE Sierra 
wilderness | photo by Paul Clayton.

by Dennis Pagen

T
he dinosaurs came back to the place where some of 
them cut their eyeteeth, that epic site of bygone days, 
Dinosaur, Colorado. The occasion was the first hang 

gliding meet held there in 16 years. When I heard about the 
meet earlier this year I knew I had to be there. Never mind 
that my current shoulder situation precludes me from flying 
a glider that can consistently reach a good landing field, I 
would drive retrieve and have almost as much fun. The 
attraction for me was the reunion factor and the chance to 
relive the glory days, if only in reverie. 

HIS STORy
This resurrected competition sprang from the heart of Terry 
Reynolds. He isn’t a newcomer to the scene, for he was a 
character in the early history of this site. The 2200-foot-
high Cliff Ridge, starting in the northwest of Colorado and 
ranging into the northeast of Utah, was first flown by local 
pilots Pat Cameron and Mike Warden 31 years ago. By 
1986 there was a regional meet at the site (remember those?). 
By 1990 the US Nationals were organized by Terry with 
118 pilots attending. That meet saw the first 100-plus mile 

task. Thirty-eight pilots crossed the line. 
After that Dinosaur was a regular stop on our competi-

tion circuit, with the Nats held in both ’96 and ’98. The last 
meet was the Pan-American Championships held in 1999. 
Then the attraction of towing in Florida and, later, else-
where caught our interest (convenience and new thermals), 
so Dinosaur and indeed most Western sites like Sandia and 
Lakeview lost favor with the main competition field. 

But like reacquainting with old friends, it’s refreshing 
and renewing to get back to the old sites. So we were happy 
that Terry got the urge to resume the Dinosaur legacy. He 
and his wife Chris worked for a year getting all the geese 
in a row to hold this meet. They also made a considerable 
financial commitment, which was not returned due to the 
low entry fees. We owe them a big thank you. 

Speaking of old friends, besides Terry and Chris, the 
meet director this time around was multi-Emmy winner 
G. W. Meadows. He was the director of all the big meets 
in the ‘90s. In addition, my old buddies, Rick Jacobs and 
Bubba Goodman, were launch director and safety direc-
tor, respectively. (Rick and I started the Team Challenge 

LEFT Pedro Garcia flying on Day Two of the competition | photo by Lauren Pedrazi. 
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and East Coast Championships some 25 years ago; Bubba 
was my comp teammate for many years and runs the Tater 
Mountain comp.) And front and center was Green Team 
leader Jim Zeiset and his wife, Amy. They had an operation 
on launch that included an RV corral, home cooking and 
a patio with tables, charging stations, Internet service, tool 
lending and bomb-out sympathy for all friends. Jim also 
put up $5000 as prize money for the Sport Class out of the 
pure generosity, while Amy ran and donated money to the 
concurrent driver contest. 

The meet facilities included toilets and a food wagon as 
well as medical services on the 8133’ MSL launch. That’s 
where most of us camped for free on the BLM land. The 
only thing missing was running water and a shower, but not 

to worry, for the town of Dinosaur had installed a free water 
system and showers in the central town park years ago for 
the pilots. We were clean, fat and happy with over 50 of our 
friends in a little high-altitude (and attitude) community. 

THE FLyINg
The meet started on August 30 with practice starting on 
the 28th. It turns out that the 28th was the easiest flying 
day in the whole comp. Pilots launching as late as 4:30 p.m. 
climbed out readily to base at 10,500’ MSL and cruised 
around to site see and look into the hinterlands of Mormon 
country. Although the meet window was carefully chosen 
to be storm-free, during the rounds thunderstorms and later 
high winds threatened the course.
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The first round sent the open class and class five (Atos 
gliders) on a jaunt east to the little settlement of Maybell 
(95 km). Sport class went via a turnpoint to the even smaller 
settlement of Massadona (41 km). Eight open pilots, plus 
one class five outraced the storms and made the goal. Five 
sport-class pilots also made goal. Italian Christian Ciech, 
the current World Champion, won the open, Jim Yocum 
won the class five and Brian Morris on a Freedom—the only 
single-surface glider in the meet—won the sport-class round. 
G. W. and Bubba were driving along the course monitoring 
thunderstorms by sight and magic iPhone since thick clouds 

lined the course on both sides. Fortunately, there was a blue 
corridor that pilots could navigate straight to goal.

I was driving for my nephew, Aaron Rinn, and Cory 
Barnwell, last year’s sport-class champion. My navigation 
as a driver was hampered by meager cell-phone coverage, 
misapplication of GPS format and PTT problems, but I 
got a chance to see up-close coyotes, mule deer and a golden 
eagle—the rewards of driving in the boonies. 

The next day saw the longest tasks with a 122.5 km (77 
mi.) course to the northeast for open and a 75 km (47 mi.) 
easterly course for the sporty guys. Again pilots avoided 

ABOVE Ben Dunn launches into a rapidly developing sky. LEFT Getting the task. BELOW Ready, set, go | photo by Dennis Pagen.
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the threatening clouds to see eight open pilots (three who 
weren’t previous goalees) make it. In the sport class only 
one pilot, Rob DeGroot, reached the finish line. Rob was 
another old friend from Australia, having been on the meet 
circuit in the ‘90s. He was flying the new Moyes sport glider, 
the Gecko, done up all in bright green. 

The third and final round again went to Maybell with 
two turnpoints for the open and Atos class (115.7 km) but 
a short straight shot to Massadona for the sport class (36.7 
km). Only three open pilots made goal. Complicating the 
course was the presence of storms that again forced the 
task callers to send pilots over the flats in 10 to 15 mph 
winds. The flats are not dicey, for landings are plentiful and 
typically large around the entire playing field, but in the flats 
such winds tend to break the thermals up and send them on 
their way before they can build to the big fat juicy lunkers 
the place is famous for. 

Eighteen open-class pilots made it past the first turnpoint 
and struggled downwind with various degrees of success. 
Three contenders, Christian Ciech, Zac Majors (USA) and 
Glen McFarland (Australia), made the first turnpont, then 
had a 68km (42 mi.) run to the second turnpoint. They were 
diddling along in piddling lift little more then a thousand 
or two off the deck the whole way, until Christian bailed off 
toward some clouds. A great and bold move by a champion, 
but unfortunately he eventually decked it to lose his chance 
at first place. Not too long hence, Zac and Glen dribbled 
into a hill and found 600 fpm up, topped it out, tagged the 
second turnpoint then glided upwind 11 km to goal. An 
hour and fifteen minutes later Dave Gibson crossed the 
goal line through a combination of tenacity, temerity and 
technique.

In the sport class four pilots battled the weak, flat ther-
mals to get to home plate at the Massadona baseball field. 
Josiah Stevens won the day. It should be noted that there 
were 17 sport-class pilots, indicating a healthy and grow-
ing class. It is interesting to see how their comp skills and 
enthusiasm has burgeoned. Wills Wing was represented 
with 11 gliders, both Sport 2s and U2s. There was one Icaro 
Laminar, one Predator, one North Wing Freedom, one 
North Wing Liberty, and one Aeros Discus.

DIVERSE DIVERSIONS
We started the formalities of the meet with a reception and 

TOP The heart of the meet organization. Front row (l-r): Chris and Terry 
Reynolds, Amy and Jim Zeiset; back row: Bubba Goodman, GW Meadows, Rick 
Jacobs and Chris Ettridge. MIDDLE Sport class winners (l-r): Meet organizer, 
Terry Reynolds, 3rd, Nathan Grimes, 2nd, Beau Buck, 1st, Kelly Myrkle, benefactor 
Jim Zeiset.  BOTTOM Zac Majors and Ben Dunn exploring during a no-fly 
day. OPPOSITE Allen Tarver enjoying the evening air.
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welcome meal in the town park. Most of the dishes were 
home-prepared by the town people, with on-the-spot grill-
ing of meat and veggie burgers. Our wing loading suffered 
and we reacquainted ourselves with the locals, including 
Pat and Mike. The dignitary speeches were brief and kind. 
It was wonderful to be welcomed back with sincerity and 
warmth. 

Then we attended to the preparations and the flying. On 
the windy days there was plenty to do, for the Dinosaur 
town is close to the Dinosaur National Monument. This 
park has exhibits where fossils stick out of the ground and 
active archeology is ongoing. There are exhibits and a huge 
area of petroglyphs. For those who have seen the park, 
there was local hiking with great scenery, and an ostensible 
meteor crater with arrowhead hunting. Various pilots found 
several arrowheads and knives. Also, there is another rock 
area near launch with the largest horizontal petroglyph 
display in North America.

You didn’t have to look too far for fun and friendship, 
since most pilots hung out on launch all day and night. 
There was volleyball, bocce ball, slingshots, harmonicas and 
guitars, but the memory I’ll hold for years to come is the full 
moon shining at such high altitude in the arid air. You could 
literally read a book by its lambent light.

Of course, we had a warm closing ceremony. The sport 
class standings were:

Kelly Myrkle 1st (Aeros Discus), and he walked away 
$3000 richer. Beau Buck 2nd for $1500 in winnings (North 
Wing Liberty), and Nathan Grimes 3rd for $500 (Wills 
Wing U2). 

The class 5 was won by Jim Yocum, and open class 
crowned Zac Majors 1st (Wills Wing T2C), Glen 
McFarlane 2nd (WW T2C) and Christian Ciech 3rd (Icaro 
Laminar). The 44 pilots plus a similar number of friends, 
meet helpers and drivers traded smiles, hugs and fond fare-
wells, with promises to meet on the next go-round.

As you can tell, not all the pilots were creaking reptil-
ian dinosaurs. The presence of the sport class is bringing 
new young bloods into the comp scene. But for many of 
us geriatric aviators, this meet was a family reunion. I am 
hoping with all my heart that it continues annually. Part of 
this hope is personal: I want to fly in it. Part is for the town 
of Dinosaur—we have a great relationship and it feels like 
home. Part is for the sport—we need to keep sites open and 
active for all the new pilots stretching their wings. A Bureau 
of Land Management rep told the crowd, “Please come 
back.” The Dinosaur dignitaries and locals said “Please come 
back.” How can we disappoint so many earnest folk? 
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RAT RACE

P
aragliding, by its very nature, 
defies regularity. With a playing-
field highly dependent on the 

(increasingly) fickle gods of weather, 
very few aspects of our sport are 
guaranteed to be repeated at will, and, 
more often than not, would-be pilots 
find themselves praying for random 
atmospheric conditions to line up like 
a Vegas slot machine and deliver the 
jackpot of a great day’s XC flying. Sites 
around the world that have conditions 
regular enough to virtually guarantee 
good XC flying (presuming you visit 
them at the right time of the year) are 
rare and coveted. Piedrahita in Spain, 
Governador Valadares in Brazil, Valle 
de Bravo in Mexico, and Roldanillo in 
Colombia all leap to mind. They are 
all sites which have become legendary 
due to the sheer volume of flying hours 
that competitors and free-flyers alike 
have logged in their fabled skies, with 
each successful National or World 
Championship flown there adding to 
their illustrious reputations. 

In American free flying, the Owens 
Valley has long held the reputation of 
offering the most “guaranteed” cross-
country flying since the early days 
of hang gliding. But that guarantee 
comes with a steep price—arduous 
launches and retrieves, long glides out 
into often strong winds, and condi-
tions that can border on terrifying. 
The Owens, in short, is not a friendly 

place, and, hence, its own Legend 
often reads more like a survival guide, 
and its visitors are comparatively few. 
The same can be said for Sun Valley, 
Idaho, which has been the starting 
point of a number of remarkable 
flights in the recent past, yet has an 
equally daunting reputation, thanks 
to its wilderness terrain and the ir-
regular nature of high-alpine flying. 
There is, in fact, only one site in the 
USA comparable in XC consistency 
to the legendary venues in Spain and 
Latin America listed above, a site 
that has been steadily earning its own 
legendary status, thanks to an annual 
competition that draws a broad cross-
section of American paragliding to its 
skies every spring. Thirteen consecu-
tive years of this event at Woodrat 
Mountain in Ruch, Oregon, with a 
remarkable maximum seven tasks 
flown this year (eight if you include the 
practice day), have made the annual 
Rat Race and Super Clinic the closest 
thing to an institution in American 
free-flying.

More than a competition, the 
Rat Race is an event as broad and 
unique as American paragliding itself. 
For while the Race is an FAI Cat 2 
competition and serves as the first of 
two rounds of the US Paragliding 
Nationals in 2015—the second round 
will be in the Owens in September— 
the inclusion of the Super Clinic (for 

pilots with no racing experience) and 
a mentor’s program for competitors in 
the Sprint Division, as well as lectures 
and slide-shows from top-ranked 
pilots, such as Bill Belcourt and Brad 
Gunnuscio, in the evenings, the Rat 
Race has, since its very beginnings, 
always striven to be as much of an edu-
cational event as a race. This emphasis 
on creating an event that appeals to all 
levels of pilots makes it one of the few 
events I have attended where world-
ranked pilots and comparative begin-
ners co-mingle, both in the air and on 
the ground. Since no other event in 
the USA has come close to the annual 
success and staying power of the Rat 
Race during the past 13 years, it has 
evolved into something that resembles 
a flying jamboree, with an appealing 
mix of world-class flying and Oregon 
hospitality. For me, it has become the 
ideal place to regroup, reconnect with 
my flying friends from all over the 
country, and respond to the signal that 
another summer of American flying 
has fully begun.

I must admit at this point that I am 
a comparative newcomer to the Rat 
Race, only having flown in the compe-
tition for four of the last five years (I 
was too slow entering one year). I was 
an enthusiastic competition pilot in 
the US in the mid-to-late ‘90s when I 
lived in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, but 
took a break for a number of years 

by James "Kiwi" Johnston

REVISITED

LEFT Rat Race gaggle forms over launch. 
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before deciding to start flying seri-
ously again somewhere around 2010. 
Literally, the first week of returning 
to flying on a new glider, I happened 
to run into Bill Belcourt in Santa 
Barbara, where the Eagle Paragliding 
crew was hosting me. Bill and I had 
flown together quite a bit in competi-
tion in those wild-west days of the 
mid-’90s, and, after Bill got over the 
astonishment that I was still alive (not 
uncommon), he proceeded to break 
down the current state of American 
paragliding as only he can. This is 
when he told me that the only place I 
hadn’t flown since the ‘90s that I really 
needed to check out was Woodrat 
in Oregon. When someone like Bill 
Belcourt tells you to check out a flying 
site, you might as well listen. So the 
following spring I entered the Rat 
Race in the Sport Class, and I was so 
impressed by both the conditions and 
the event that I have been back each 
year since, learning plenty and making 
many friends in the process. And 

after eight days of epic flying at the 
Rat Race this year, I can pretty much 
guarantee I will be back.

Woodrat Mountain lies in the 
Applegate Valley in southern Oregon, 
in sight of the tiny town of Ruch, 
and some 15 miles from the nearby 

“metropolis” of Medford. Home to a 
significant population of pilots, the 
Rogue Valley Hang Gliding and 
Paragliding Association regulates free 
flying in the area; all visiting pilots 
should purchase a temporary member-
ship from the local Ruch Store. The 
annual success of the Rat Race has 
resulted in continuous ongoing con-
versation (mostly friendly) with local 
landowners, including ratified landing 
zones at local wineries. A long-time 
local paragliding instructor and his 
wife, Mike and Gail Haley, are the 
organizers of the Rat Race and Super 
Clinic and live on a property close to 
the base of Woodrat that serves as the 
headquarters for the event. During 
the Rat Race, a hive of activity of 

competitors, clinic-goers, volunteers, 
drivers, score-keepers, and the just 
plain curious, fills and occupies the 
grounds and basement of the Haley’s 
home each year. All pilots gather there 
each morning for a briefing, a sack 
lunch, and a bus ride up the hill, while 
the retrieval vans bring the valiant and 
victorious back there for scoring each 
afternoon, where they are greeted by 
a raging barbecue, rock music on the 
PA, and a seemingly endless stream 
of chips and salsa, lemonade, and, of 
course, local Oregon micro-brews 
on tap, all of which add to the festive 
carnival atmosphere.

When discussing the history of the 
Rat Race with Mike Haley, he is quick 
to stress the importance of the Super 
Clinic to the event, which gives para-
glider pilots the unique opportunity 
to be introduced to paraglider racing 
by way of a coached event. The Super 

ABOVE Crossing the Applegate valley.

“WHEN SOMEONE LIKE BILL BELCOURT TELLS yOU TO
CHECK OUT A FLyINg SITE, yOU MIgHT AS WELL LISTEN.”
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W
hile this year’s Rat Race was a 
close match between the peren-
nial Team USA members Josh 

Cohn and Eric Reed until the final task, 
both the eventual podium and the top 
10 were marked by some new faces, most 
notably the popular Bozeman, Montana, 
pilot (and frequent Rat Race competitor) 
Andy McRae, who was second overall, 
and Mitch Reilly (Enzo 2) and Owen 
Shoemaker (Ozone M6), who were fifth 
and sixth respectively. Impressed by how 
hard these last two relatively new pilots 
were charging, (Mitch has been flying 
five years, Owen less than three!), I sat 
down with each of them to try to find 
out what was driving them.

MitCh Reilly, age 31. As this goes 
to print, Mitch became the 2015 US 
Paragliding Nationals with a win in the 
Owens Valley. Although he originally 
learned to fly in the Crested Butte area 
of Colorado, Mitch is a full-time tandem 
pilot who splits his time between Sun 
Valley, Idaho, and Pokhara, Nepal. A 
wiry, intense, classic mountain-man 
who describes himself as a competitive 
person, Mitch moved to Sun Valley 
after volunteering there during the 2012 
PWC, enticed by its unlimited XC po-
tential and its flying community, and the 
fact that it offered “the best XC pilots as 
mentors.” After only three years of flying, 
he entered the Nepal Paragliding Open 
in 2013 as his first competition and 
finished ninth, and then won the Sport 
Class in the US Nationals in 2013. 
Mitch missed the 2014 competition 

scene, while racking up some 300 hours 
of XC on two continents, as well as 
countless tandems, acro and speed-wing 
flights, and a number of vol-bivouac 
flights in Alaska (with Wil Brown) and 
in Nepal, including a two-week, 450km 
route through the Himalayas. Wanting 
to further pursue competitions in 2015, 
Mitch made the jump from his beloved 
Ozone Delta 2 to an Ozone Enzo 2, a 
leap that he says was made much easier, 
thanks to his acro flying, which makes 
him calmer and more focused.

Saying that his strategy was to try to 
fly smart at the Rat Race and not push 
too hard, Mitch made goal six out of 
seven tasks, and won one task overall, 
an excellent performance that saw him 
finish fifth overall. When asked what 
he enjoys the most about competitions, 
Mitch cites the camaraderie of these 
events, where you can meet pilots from 
all over the world; the fun of flying fast 
with groups of skilled pilots; and the 
fact that competitions make you fly 
faster, a necessary component in today’s 
long-distance XC flights. Competition 
flying is essentially XC training in his 
mind, a viewpoint shared by many top 
US pilots due to our limited competi-
tion schedule. Considering Mitch’s 
driven personality, the places he calls 
home, and the incredible amount of 
hours he flies each year, one can only 
expect to hear more about Mitch’s 
flights in the years to come.

owen shoeMakeR, age 36. While Mitch 
Reilly’s tactic for the Rat Race was to 

not push too hard, Owen Shoemaker’s 
tactics were the exact opposite, and he 
was the hero of the numerous fellow 
Ozone M6 pilots (and the talk of the 
competition-class pilots) for the ag-
gressive way he kept his slower glider 
up with the lead gaggle. Often leading 
out low, and yet flying well enough to 
outright win a task, and after being in 
the top five till the final day, he finished 
ninth overall, a performance made all 
the more remarkable by the fact that 
Owen has been flying only three years, 
and this Rat Race was his seventh com-
petition in 12 months!

A Seattle/Tiger Mountain pilot, and 
a former competitive rock climber and 
enduro rider, Owen says the attraction 
for flying competitions for him comes 
from learning so much from pilots who 
are much more experienced than he 
is. With the encouragement of fellow 
Northwest pilot and international com-
petitor, Matt Senior, he entered the Bir 
Pre-PWC in 2014 as his first competi-
tion! Competitions in India, Colombia, 
Mexico, and the Rat Race (now twice) 
all followed, as well as the 2014 US 
Nationals in Chelan, Washington, 
which Owen flew on his Delta 2 and 
describes as a “tough” competition.

With over 150 hours on his Ozone 
M6 since January and a number of big 
flights in the Cascades and Sawtooths, 
Owen came to Woodrat hoping for a 
good performance but said he never 
expected to win a task. His aggressive 
flying style (including his refusal to 
fly “safe” on the final day, for which he 
ultimately paid the price with a 31st 
place finish that dropped him out of the 
top five) won him a bunch of fans among 
competitors new and old. Owen’s per-
formance in competitions makes a clear 
statement that there’s a major new talent 
on the US paragliding scene, and the 
Pacific Northwest (Washington) area is 
gaining recognition as the latest hotbed 
of American XC flying.

NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
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Clinic has become the domain of 
former World Women’s Hang-gliding 
Champion and long-time paraglider 
competitor Kari Castle, and Ken 
Hudonjorgensen—two of the most 
respected and experienced instructors 
in the country. Kari readily admits the 
particular challenges involved in safely 
teaching the art of paraglider racing to 
novices, saying that she and Ken have 
been able to develop a working curric-
ulum, based on the past four years of 
experience, that is unique in the USA. 
The excitement of the Super-Clinic 
competitors as the week wore on and 
the obvious camaraderie that it helped 
create spoke volumes to both the fun 
they were having and the program’s 
success. (None who, incidentally, 
seemed to be having a better time than 
the eventual Sprint Champion, Billy 
Purden, on his Ozone Delta 2.)

But what about the flying? That’s 
what you really want to know about, 
right? There has to be more involved 

than lectures and micro brews to 
draw pilots annually for a weeklong 
race for 13 straight years! There is, of 
course, and that is the flying—the 
spicy, action-packed flying over the 
seemingly endless wooded slopes of 
southern Oregon. The area around 
Woodrat is one of those rare places on 
the planet that seem to have been laid 
out like a chessboard for free-flight, 
a dense region where the numerous 
ridges of moderate-sized mountains 
and the valleys they create provide a 
concentrated area of seemingly endless 
XC possibilities ideal for paraglider 
racing. (Woodrat has always reminded 
me of Valle de Bravo in Mexico.) Add 
that the area is situated less than 50 
miles north of the Californian state 
line, with a large drive-up launch at 
an altitude of around 3000 feet and 
sits cooking in 90- to 100-degree sun 
in June, and you have a recipe for sure 
XC success. 

I had been spoiled by cloud-filled 

skies of previous years, so when I 
greeted the blue skies of this year’s 
practice days, I didn’t think conditions 
looked very good. And, in truth, the 
first two days of the competition were 
sub-par for Woodrat, with significant 
wind, no clouds, and unseasonably 
low climbs that rarely topped 6000 
feet. But it didn’t matter; the place is 
just that good. Sticking together and 
following the high ground, pilots made 
goal each and every day, sometime in 
large numbers, on tasks that roamed 
from Grants Pass to Emigrant Lake, 
and as the week carried on, conditions 
simply got better and better, until 
1000fpm climbs up to 9000 feet at 
the end of the week made virtually 
any task seem possible. Numerous 
reserves were thrown, validating the 
seriousness of the conditions, with the 
retrieval and rescue crews operating 
like a fine-oiled machine (including 
an airlift to hospital for one Chinese 
competitor from the ironically named 

http://flytorrey.com
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China Gulch). But in the end, seven 
tasks were (mostly) safely flown in 
what were often windy conditions, and 
much credit and thanks must be given 
to the accurate weather info and the 
task committee. Seven successful tasks 
flown in any paragliding competition 
is a remarkable event; yet this was 
not the first time it had happened in 
the Rat Race’s history. And still with 
barely a cloud in the sky.

The entire US paragliding team 
was present other than US National 
Champion Event Winner (and this 
magazine’s editor) Nick Greece, who 
was recuperating from back surgery 
with a 175-mile flight off Jupiter in 
Utah (!). The field was one of the 
strongest in recent years. The unpopu-
lar implementation of a new rule that 
changes the traditional end-of-speed 
section into goal to an algorithm that 
includes the pilot’s height (the higher 
you arrived at goal the more bonus 
points you scored) was the cause of 

much confusion and some controversy, 
since the outcome of the races were 
often not clear until the complicated 
scoring was done. 

After the dust had settled from the 
seven days of flying, the Sport Class 
was won by Andrew Dahl (Ozone 
Delta 2) and the Women’s Class was 
won by Bianca Heinrich. In the Main 
Event, the irrepressible Josh Cohn 
(Ozone Enzo 2), who dominated 
most of the week, made a rare mistake 
on the final task that saw him slip 
into 3rd place, with the experienced 
Bozeman pilot and frequent Rat Race 
competitor Andy McCrae (Boomerang 
10) coming in 2nd. (One has to wonder 
if Josh finally feels secure enough in 
his place as the USA’s best pilot to 
takes chances after his top-20 finish in 
one of the most competitive World’s 
in memory in February!) Hard on 
Josh’s heels and patiently waiting for 
his opportunity like the experienced 
competitor he is, the popular figure 

of fellow American Team pilot Eric 
Reed (Ozone Enzo 2) was able to 
claim his first Rat Race victory and a 
coveted Rat Race bench— a victory 
he announced that Gail Haley had 
predicted at the beginning of the week. 
Or possibly it was just good karma. I 
happened to eavesdrop on the men-
toring that Eric gave to his group on 
launch before the second-to-last task 
and was impressed by both the quality 
of the information he was giving and 
the fact that one of the top competi-
tors took the task so seriously with the 
race very much at hand. 

I found myself wishing I had been 
present for all his mentoring break-
downs. 

Proving that the nice guy doesn’t 
always finish last. Congratulations to 
Eric for his excellent performance, to 
all the competitors for lasting the week 
of top-notch flying, and to Mike and 
Gail Haley for another stellar event. 
See you all next year! 

http://flytorrey.com
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words by Robb Derringer
images by Matt George.

LEFT Robb Derringer lofting the Nova Ion training wing to soar 
Ganung Payung, as mentor Pak Ketut Manda observes.

MAY/JUNE 2015, TIMBIS/PAYUNG, KUTUH, BALI

T
he red gossamer canopy glided out over a sapphire sea, the 
crystal face of a giant blue chronograph that is the Indian 
Ocean. Harnessed below it, I watched as boulders the size 

of dishwashers tumbled down the cliff face and onto the white 
sands of my beach LZ. I did my best to remain composed, as 
landing a paraglider in shallow water is a much less critical, 
life-threatening proposition than it is in a hang glider. I assured 
myself that if I didn’t have the altitude to land well past the 
rock fall, I could always turn out, unbuckle 20 feet above and 
set down out in the shallow, calm waters of the protected coral 
lagoon below. It was low tide, smooth air, and the water was 
about waist deep. Well away from the limestone Maytags that 
roared down from the new resort construction site above. As it 
turned out, I’d estimated my approach fairly well. I had plenty 
of altitude to glide past the droning ack ack ack of the excava-
tors that were hammering away at the ancient Balinese stone, 
the foundation of Indonesia, the island itself. I set down about 
100 yards past the carnage and thanked the gods that dwell in 
this land for my safety, for the experience, and for this life.

THE SISyA
I’d come to Bali for many reasons: to visit a dear friend of mine, 
to surf and swim in the crystalline blue waves that grind upon 
its shores, to climb its sacred, slumbering volcanoes, to paddle 
its majestic mountain lakes, to visit its ancient temples that 
litter the landscape like calming sentinels, and to bask in the 
warm, dignified and unfettered way of the Balinese people. But 
mostly to soak in the powerful, undeniable mana, the energy 
of an island that the Balinese Hindu call “The Morning of the 
World.” I’d been to Bali before and had always learned much 
from the Balinese people who walk with a quiet dignity and 
a grace that only an ancient culture can engender. I always 
return from the island smarting at the clumsy, blaring, self-
absorbed assault that is our superficial, embryonic American 
culture. I did not anticipate how much I would learn, or how 
profoundly changed I would be, when I visited this time.

It had been over a year since my last trip to Bali, and as 
soon as I stepped off the plane, the unmistakable smell of the 
island enveloped me like a familiar old friend. The commingled 
perfume of incense, cow shit, clove cigarette, sea salt, burning 
trash, plumeria, fried food and motorbike exhaust soothed me, 
as it does when I’ve been away for too long. My friend, Matt 
George, aside from being an accomplished Hollywood screen-
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play writer, is also something of a legend on the island. An 
impresario, a raconteur, a sage and one of my dearest brothers 
in arms. On Bali he is many things to many different people: 
a skilled medical doctor, a college-level writing professor, an 
environmental advocate, a respected disaster-relief organizer 
and, of all things, a man of the clergy. We have so many un-
believable stories and memories in our long history as friends, 
our many travels and our work together in the crazy world of 
Hollywood. I guess you could say friendships like ours are the 
kind you travel halfway around the world for. And, thus, did I 
find my friend once again waiting for me in the labyrinth surf 
ghetto of Kuta with a laugh, a hug and a cold Bintang beer. 

Matt also happens to be the editor of Indonesia’s premiere 
surfing magazine. So, of course, the focus of my visits usually 
center around another great passion in my life—surfing. Bali 
is a mecca of surfing. Surfers travel from all over the globe 
to challenge the aquamarine liquid walls that crash upon its 
glass-shard reefs. I’ve been a surfer all my life; it’s as much a 
part of me as anything. And I’ve also had a lifelong obsession 
with all things flying and aviation. I’ve been a private pilot my 
entire adult life, first earning a private pilot’s license at the age 
of 21. 

But it wasn’t until my 40’s that I found my passion for 

hang-gliders. Flying hang gliders had always been on my mind, 
but somehow always got relegated by things like raising a 
child, career climbing and pursuits in powered civil aviation. 
A few years ago I finally answered the call of free flight, the 
secret, magical world in the sky we pilots all know, love and 
share. Flying hang gliders has been a revelation in my flying 
career, in my life in general. It has given me rewarding experi-
ences far beyond anything I ever experienced in powered gen-
eral aviation. It has become an obsession, a way of life for me 
that I cannot stray far from for very long. I know any reader of 
this magazine will understand how it has become the primary 
focus of my daily existence, and how my world basically re-
volves around the next opportunity to step off a mountain face 
or coastal cliff and soar in the sky. 

I’d never flown a hang glider in Bali, so this year as I began 
planning a trip, I wondered if I could find somewhere to fly 
on the island. After much research and many futile inquiries, 
I had to accept that there was no hang gliding on Bali. There 
have been some individuals who have flown hang gliders there, 
but there was no active hang gliding school or club I could 
find. I was disappointed and frankly surprised. I briefly con-
sidered short-packing a Falcon and trying to do some flying on 
my own, but the logistical obstacles, as well as the unknowns 

ABOVE Visiting the Kutuh Hindu temple that sits on a prominent point along the ridge midway between the Timbis and Payung launch sites.. 
OPPOSITE TOP This Balinese woman was cutting grass along the cow trails we'd ride to the launch sites. She would not take a photo with me until I 
smiled and took my sunglasses off.  BOTTOM The typical mode of transportation in Bali; scooters and small displacement Enduros. Could those surf racks 
hold a short-packed hang glider? I'll find out next time...
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of regulation, existence of launches and LZs, etc., made it im-
practical. There was, however, much to be found in the way of 
paragliding on Bali, with an established club, school and active 
members flying throughout its season. 

Paragliding is something I’ve been interested in for many 
years, and, in truth, I first considered learning to paraglide 
instead of learning to fly hang gliders. It’s a younger sport, 
peopled by a younger demographic, and is obviously more 
portable and practical for travel. All attractive components 
that better matched my sensibility and lifestyle. Yet hang 
gliding won out by the sheer sexiness of strapping on a set of 
semi-rigid wings, going prone and soaring in the sky like a 
hawk. But in the back of my mind, I always knew that once I 
got to a certain level of competence in hang gliding, I would 
return to paragliding and become bi-wingual. I wanted to 
learn to paraglide to be able to fly anywhere I travel, but also 
to better understand and bridge the experiential gap between 
our two distinctly different camps of free flight. I simply just 
love to fly, and whether it be hang gliders, paragliders, trikes, 
doodle bugs or airplanes, I am more at peace and more at 
home in the sky than anywhere else in the world. So I decided 
where better than the beauty of Bali could I take a paragliding 
tandem flight and maybe a few lessons to see how I felt about 
the rebellious younger sister of my majestic mistress of hang 
gliding.

THE gURU
Pak Ketut Manda is a small man. Quiet, composed, a man of 
few words, but not unfriendly. He has an easy, confident smile 
set in a sun-oaken face that belies his years. He walks and 
flies like Steve McQueen, with a catlike, measured, coordi-
nated grace. He is a man of great position in both the worlds 
of free flight and his community on Bali. A clear leader. It’s 
interesting to me that both of the men who taught me to fly 
paragliders and hang gliders have been small in stature. Yet, 
Ketut Manda, much like Joe Greblo, is a towering figure in his 
community. A keystone to both its existence and its develop-
ment, a person of great experience, grace and intelligence, and 
revered by all those around him.

I didn’t expect to earn my P-1 in Bali. I thought I’d take 
a tandem, maybe a few lessons and then complete my initial 
paragliding training back in the states. But after meeting 
Pak Ketut and flying with him, I was compelled to learn as 
much as I could from this unassuming man who is the face 
of Bali free flight. Pak Ketut has been flying paragliders for 
over 20 years. He was taught by an itinerant Frenchman 
named Bernard Fode, who visited the island in the early '90s 
and took Ketut under his wing, so to speak. Pak Ketut went 
on to earn his instructor and tandem ratings, founded the 
Balinese Paragliding Club and started his paragliding busi-
ness FLY BALI, offering tandems, full instruction and sales/

rentals of paragliding equipment. He gives tourist tandem 
flights, teaches beginning students and guides advanced pilots 
in the challenging, yet consistently soarable tradewind season 
of Bali’s coasts and inland mountains from April through 
November. 

I met with Pak Ketut to see the Timbis launch and landing 
sites, to discuss my experience with hang gliders and the op-
tions I had while on Bali. After talking, we agreed that it was 
possible, with my hang gliding experience, to take the full P-1 
course and attempt to earn my P-1 while on Bali. I signed up 
to begin instruction the following day. 

While his English is excellent, like most Balinese, Pak 
Ketut only speaks when necessary. From our first day of 
ground handling on the beach, I quickly realized that Pak 
Ketut’s metered instruction was laser precise and that I was 
being given a paragliding master class. I paid close attention 
to everything he imparted to me, and, as a result, I moved 
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through initial ground instruction very quickly. I soon found 
myself up on the Timbis cliff face for soaring lessons. I did a 
couple tandems with Pak Ketut, some solo controlled glides 
to the beach, and was soon ready to try to soar. 

I’ve done quite a bit of coastal soaring in hang gliders, so I 
understood the dynamics and methodology. Aside from the 
obvious differences in how you are suspended and control 
the craft, the main difference I immediately noted between 
the two disciplines was the speed, both in terms of forward 
movement and control input effectiveness. I’ve heard a lot of 
hang glider pilots talk disparagingly about this key difference 
between the two gliders. My experience was that I actually en-
joyed the slower, more relaxed pace of the paraglider, especially 
in the coastal cliff environment. 

What I quickly learned, though, was that while the speeds 
were less, my precision and subtlety of control input was much 
more critical. I am used to soaring hang gliders in a more ag-
gressive and forceful manner. One of my recurring challenges 
in learning to fly paragliders was to employ a lighter, more 
subtle hand to my control of the craft, and nowhere was this 
more important than when top landing. It was a revelation to 
my flying skills, to force myself to be as subtle and refined in 
my control inputs as I could. This experience has since posi-
tively influenced my hang gliding technique.    

THE PURA
There are many flying sites on Bali for both mountain thermic 
and coastal cliff soaring. I did all of my training and flying at 
two lovely coastal sites, in a region of the island known as The 
Bukit. The Bukit is like a small island of land on the under-
side of Bali connected to it by a very thin isthmus. It faces the 
Indian Ocean and is raked by the consistent seasonal trade 
winds that flow in off the vast unobstructed sea. 

The two main launch sites—Timbis and Ganung Payung—
are about two miles apart, facing south/southeast. Both are 
top landable, with large, wide beach LZs at either end, and 
smaller, tide-dependent bailout beaches along the four-mile 
stretch of soarable 200-300 foot coastal cliffs. It’s a dramatic 
place to soar, with coastal jungle foliage blanketing the cliffs, 
empty white sand beaches and the azure Indian Ocean 
stretching out below and beyond. Many times while soaring 
these cliffs, I observed dolphins, sharks and the Indonesian 
dugong swimming in the coral lagoon that rings the coast. 

Set on a point about halfway between the two flying sites is 
an ancient Hindu pura, or temple, of carved stone. It is replete 
with intricate shrines, towering gates and ornate pagodas, 
where for centuries the people of Kutuh have practiced their 
beautiful form of Balinese Hinduism. Flying here is magnifi-

LEFT Soaring above the Ganung Payung launch site. The Kutuh temple on 
the point in the distance, and the vast Indian Ocean stretching out beyond.
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cent, dreamlike. And it is made all the more mesmerizing by 
the intensity and vast spectrum of the Bali color palette. 

Yet, when I reflect now on my memories of learning to fly 
a paraglider on Bali, like the ancient stone puras that pepper 
the landscape, my memory is almost all in the tones of black, 
white, grey and sepia that make up their masonry. At first, I 
was confused as to why I remembered everything in such 
muted tones. It’s as if what I saw, learned and experienced—
the vibrancy and complexity of the landscape, the sheer power 
of this ancient island and the culture of people who have lived 
there for thousands of years—is too powerful to recall in full 
spectrum. That notion astounded me. I see pictures of my 
time with Pak Ketut, images of my little red Nova Ion wing 
set against the green jungle cliffs, the burnt orange of the 

glowing Balinese sunset, the turquoise sea… but my memories 
and my dreams of Bali remain in subdued tones. And it’s in 
that realization that I found my understanding. 

In the Balinese Temple lies a series of successive gates 
leading to increasingly exclusive sanctums of worship and cer-
emony. In the innermost sanctuary, the ceremonial experience 
is meant for the holiest and most sacred elements of worship, 
and is reserved to be seen and experienced by only the most 
dedicated and long-serving members of the congregation and 
community. It is meant for people like Ketut. It is not a place 
for tourists or beginners. I believe my memories of learning 
to fly paragliders on Bali are organized and remembered now 
as they would be in the temple. That, for now, in this place 
of my development as a paraglider pilot, they are meant to be 
remembered in the colors of stone. For the color and vibrancy 
of Bali and all those moments in the sky are too profound to 
be remembered as they were lived.  

Thus, Bali still mystifies me and calls to me again. Even 
now. The sky I soared, the jungle I raced through, the hands I 
shook, the smiles I shared and that alluring intoxicating smell 
of the island call for my return. To live again in the power, 
magnificence and glory of its colors and textures and energy 
and lessons. 

I will undoubtedly return to Bali, to see my dear old friend 
Matt and my fine new friend Ketut. I will bask again in his 
economical, razor-sharp instruction, and continue to develop 
as a paraglider pilot and learn and grow as I always do from 
the magical island of Bali and its beautiful people. But, mostly, 
I will return in the hope that one day I may attain a level of 
experience in paragliding that I enjoy in hang gliding and 
remember the island of Bali in the maelstrom of color and 
sensory brilliance that awaits all who wake up in the Morning 
of the World. 

www.flybali.info or www.timbis.com

“THE VIBRANCy OF BALI AND My 
MOMENTS IN THE SKy WERE TOO 
PROFOUND TO BE REMEMBERED 
AS THEy WERE LIVED. 
BALI STILL MySTIFIES ME AND 
CALLS TO ME. EVEN NOW.”

LEFT Pak Ketut Manda, a steady, reassuring voice of wisdom and advice as I 
slide along the jungle cliff, setting up to top land.
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O
ur gliders are an amazing evolu-
tion of design that takes soft or 
flexible materials and puts them 

together to form a semi-rigid solid to 
slip as efficiently as possible through a 
gaseous mixture that acts like a fluid. If 
you stop to think about it, the success 
of both hang gliding and paragliding 
design is nothing short of amazing. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to the handful of 
designers who, through trial and error 
and inspired genius, have brought us 
unfettered free flight.

Our gliders are wonderful—much 
safer, more easily controlled and better 
performing than ever before. However, 
every once in a while, there are some 
little problems with details. In the past 
six months I have come across sev-
eral such problems and have put them 
together with a few from the past few 
years as a guide to repair and prevention.

THE PRODIgAL Vg
Our first malfunction concerns the VG 
rope or cord on topless hang gliders. 
These gliders typically have multiple pul-

leys above the keel and inside the right 
upright in order to reduce the force of 
the pull on the VG line. The problem is, 
the VG cord can jam between the pulley 
wheel and the sheave (the plates holding 
the wheel). Sometimes the cord gets so 
jammed that it is difficult to correct the 
problem. What typically happens is the 
cord comes off the pulley when you are 
folding the glider and the powerful lever 
advantage of the forward pull of the 
crossbars jams the cord severely. 

Sometimes the jam occurs in the 
pulleys attached to the crossbar above 
the keel. This problem happened to me 
a few months ago. We tried to jimmy 
the cord out with a screwdriver, but the 
hard cord wouldn’t budge, and I was a 
little leery of cutting the cord with the 
tool. Eventually, with the help of fellow 
pilot Chris Bruno, we pulled the pins 
that held the pulleys, and freed the cord.

At the recent World Meet in Mexico, 
a pilot was setting his glider up to adjust 
his sprogs. As he pulled his VG cord, he 
found it jammed. Turns out it jammed 
in the pulley inside the right upright—

the most common place for a jam. Inside 
the upright is a pair of double pulleys 
(in most designs), which the cord loops 
through five times. Unfortunately, you 
cannot clear a jam inside the upright 
with anything short of a miracle. The 
whole assembly must be removed from 
the upright in order to work on it. To 
do this removal, you must detach the 
upright at the top and disassemble the 
parts at the bottom. There are typi-
cally little pins and rings that hold the 
bottom fitting, the bottom pulley and 
the front-to-rear cables. 

Two things are important here: Put 
every little part in a secure place (where 
you can’t kick it and lose something); 
also, look very carefully at how ev-
erything is put together in order to 
duplicate the arrangement when you 
reassemble. It is best to draw a diagram. 
Note that at least some of the owner’s 
manuals I looked at did not have the 
internal diagram of the system or the 
proper routing of the cord and cables. 
Caution: It is very important to get 
everything back the way it came. If you 

THINKING
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Part XX : Glider Functions & Malfunctions
by Dennis Pagen



put the front cable on the wrong side 
of the rear cable, or the VG cord is 
not routed exactly on the correct side 
of either cable, the VG will be hard 
to work and the cord may eventually 
wear and break. If you are not skilled at 
replacing a right upright, enlist help—
it will be worth a beer donated to the 
helper.

The main complication when fixing 
such a jam is that often you cannot fold 
the wings because of the limiting effect 
of the caught cord. Be careful of forcing 
the cord and jamming it further. On 
some, but not all, designs it is possible 
to detach the pulleys at the crossbar (as 
I did above). But generally you have to 
leave the wings open and support the 
glider at the nose while the disassembly, 
un-jamming in the pulley and reas-
sembly takes place. If this procedure 
happens at launch, probably the only 
way to accomplish it is to have a helpful 
friend support the glider on his shoul-
der at the nose (as we did).

Finally, we note that a pound of 
prevention is better than a ton of cure. 

You can prevent a jam by looking at the 
cord inside your sail to make sure it is 
well placed on the pulleys just behind 
the crossbar. In my case, the jam was 
caused by my folding the wings all the 
way in, then realizing I had forgotten 
the pad that goes inside at the hang 
point, I opened them partially back out. 
This action slackened the cord at the 
pulley and it was able to drop beside 
the pulley. I didn’t check it again, and 
then at some point it jammed when I 
folded the wings back in. The way to 
prevent jamming in the upright is to 
always pull the cord tight once the glider is 
on its back with the control bar disas-
sembled and folded in resting position. 
By pulling gently on the cord in this 
manner you take all slack out of the 
cord inside the upright so that it cannot 
lie beside the pulley during transporta-
tion. 

Also, when you do pull on the cord 
to test it or set it after assembly, do so 
carefully and stop at the first sign of 
resistance. In most designs the number 
of pulley wraps inside the upright is 

five. The top pulley pair pulls down on 
a cord that leads to the pulleys on top 
of the keel with four wraps through 
the top pulleys. The result is a 20-to-1 
(5 times 4) reduction in force. So if 
you pull five pounds on the VG cord 
at the base tube you exert 100 pounds 
of force pulling back the crossbars. If 
you pull with 10 pounds of force you 
can exert up to 50 pounds on the cord 
at a jam at the crossbar, so don’t pull 
excessively against an abnormal resis-
tance. Sometimes you can work out a 
small jam inside the upright by pulling 
the cord backwards at the top of the 
upright. 

Often pulleys, and especially the 
straps holding down the crossbar at 
the keel, get dust or simply dry out 
and increase their friction. A periodic 
(about once a year) spraying of silicone 
helps keep the VG light and easy to 
work. Anytime you have to disassemble 
the right upright, spray those pulleys. 
The little pulley at the bottom of the 
upright is especially apt to increase 
its friction (it often digs dirt). The 
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crossbar hold-down strap is another 
big culprit in VG friction. Spraying the 
keel works, but some pilots put a strip 
of Teflon or Tyvex right at the bearing 
point. It tends to stay in place without 
even fastening it to the strap. Good 
luck.

UNCLIPPINg CLIPS
Recently I was appointed safety 
honcho for the CIVL (the interna-
tional organization for para- and hang 
gliding). In this capacity I get a lot 
of information concerning accidents 
and potential problems relating to 
gliders. I receive the German DHV 
magazine with all its insightful articles 
on weather, flying skills and accidents. 
Unfortunately it is in German, but I 
have an Amish lady friend who helps 
me translate. In the latest issue there is 
a report about an intermediate glider 
entering a steep spiral dive that it could 
not recover from. It turns out the glider 
was tightened to the extreme at the 
curved tip wands, resulting in a high 
load on the tip-batten end flip clips. 
The DHV test pilot set up an identi-
cal glider in this manner and tried the 
spiral (getting past 60 degrees bank 
angle). He could not stop the spiral and 
had to throw his parachute. 

Apparently what happens in this 
case is the tightened trailing edge plus 
the additional load imposed by the 
high Gs in the spiral popped open 
the end clips on the outboard battens 
of the lowered inside wing. Once the 
batten clips are open, the sail rides 
forward, creating more drag on the 
lowered wing (acting like a small 
drogue ’chute attached to the tip), 
which exacerbates the spiral. Yikes!

A little discussion: It seems some 
pilots have the mistaken idea that: “If 
tightening a glider’s sail a little bit can 
gain some performance (usually at the 
expense of handling), then tightening 
it as much as possible reaps even more 
gains.” In the next section we deal with 

a similar problem. Here we’ll simply 
say that there is a law of diminishing 
returns in effect, and in this case (and 
others) there is also a rule of dimin-
ishing safety. Do NOT over-tighten 
any adjustable part of your glider (tips, 
battens, VG line). Also, it should be 
noted that intermediate gliders (such as 
the U2, Discus, MastR-M, Litespeed, 
etc.) may be more vulnerable to the 
above described problem because they 
typically have battens distributed a bit 
farther apart at the tip, and sometimes 
have a greater curve in the sail trailing 
edge, which also increases the load on 
a given tip batten. (Single-surface or 
easier gliders tend to have even fewer 
battens, but the looser sails reduce 
batten tip tension.)

The fix as suggested by the DHV 
article is to not over-tighten a glider, 
but also keep the tip clips in good 

working order by detaching them 
carefully (depress the tab well before 
flipping it up) and replacing them every 
few years. Note, the tip battens are the 
ones under the most tension and the 
only ones of concern. Another fix or 
safety addition they suggested is to add 
a small safety cord or plastic tie wrap 
to the batten flip clip as shown in figure 
1. This safety device is moved forward 
as shown once the clip is fastened and 
it prevents the clip from releasing, even 
under great force, according to the 
tests they performed. On my previous 
glider I had a batten clip on one batten 
(third from the tip) that would often 
come unclipped in flight. I changed the 
clip more then once, but the angle of 
the sail pull still opened it. I solved the 
problem with a safety as illustrated.

Finally, here’s a little flip-clip tip 
tip. If you are setting up, and you find 

http://hangglide.com


a missing or broken outboard tip clip, 
don’t despair. Simple exchange it for the 
one on the batten next to the keel and 
go fly. You won’t notice the difference. 
However, these clips are so small and 
light, it is always a good idea to have a 
couple spare in your harness, or even 
taped to your keel in an out-of-the-way 
place.

TIgHT TIPS
The next major problem I have seen 
occurs with gliders that have tip battens 
that are more or less straight and routed 
to the top of the leading edge. Lots of 
gliders used to have this arrangement 
20 years or so ago, and beginner gliders 
still do. For example, the Falcon has 
the last batten straight and it goes over 
the top of the dive stick (the strut that 
plugs into the leading edge) and pushes 
on a peg at the top of the leading edge. 
Sometimes the batten attachment 
line on this batten is too tight and it 
serves to hold the tip down (as shown 
in figure 2). I have flown several gliders 

that had this malady. What happens 
is you cannot complete a 360 without 
the inside wing stalling because it is not 
allowed to twist up to accommodate the 
higher angle of attack. 

I have a tandem Falcon that was set 
up in this manner. It was a bit stiff to 
turn, but the real problem was when I 
entered a 360, about halfway around 
the inner wing was stalled, the glider 
dropped that wing and it took over 100 
feet of dive before I could reestablish 
normal flow and level out. Imagine 
my surprise the first time. After that 
I experimented with the glider and 
realized the problem, partially based on 
dealing with the same matter on gliders 
in the ‘90s. I loosened the tip-batten ties 
and the glider reverted to the wonder-
ful handling and thermaling bird it was 
designed to be. 

I have come across several other 
Falcons set up this way. I believe that 
somewhere along the line pilots think 
they can wring a bit more performance 
by tightening battens. In these designs 

the opposite occurs. Just within my local 
realm I have seen a few gliders with this 
overzealous problem. I wonder how 
many exist nation- or worldwide. How 
many accidents have happened because 
of this erroneous setup? 

HANDLINg POWER
High-performance gliders will probably 
always have poorer handling qualities 
compared to lesser performing, lighter, 
softer gliders. But modern ones have a 
powerful way of adjusting that handling. 
The way I am referring to is by rotat-
ing the mid-section eccentrics (refer 
to your owner’s manual). By rotating 
these eccentrics one way or another you 
put the fat part of the eccentric more 
above or below the inner tube, which 
is the outboard end of the leading edge 
(see figure 3). The effect is to provide 
more or less dihedral on the outer part 
of the wing. Reducing the dihedral (or 
adding anhedral) will help the glider 
initiate turns more easily. I have turned 
a cantankerous mule of a glider into a 



HANG GLIDING
RTG RGN NAME STATE RATING OFFICIAL RTG RGN NAME STATE RATING OFFICIAL RTG RGN NAME STATE RATING OFFICIAL

H-1 1 Joshua Rybar AK Lyndon Thomas
H-1 2 James Spence CA John Simpson
H-1 2 Thibault Richard CA Patrick Denevan
H-1 2 Ian Newell CA John Simpson
H-1 2 Richard Klein CA Patrick Denevan
H-1 2 Edward Grabel CA David Yount
H-1 2 Jeffrey Stransky CA William Dydo
H-1 2 Peter Suchanek CA John Simpson
H-1 2 Jennifer Coffeen CA Patrick Denevan
H-1 2 Reid Marlowe NV Rob Mckenzie
H-1 3 L E Vasquez CA Joe Greblo
H-1 3 Sean Cavanaugh CA Rob Mckenzie
H-1 3 Thomas Fysh CA John Heiney
H-1 6 Robin Carter KS Daniel Jones
H-1 7 Kyle Orth MI Matthew Masters
H-1 7 Wyatt Jesse IL Rusty Whitley
H-1 9 Kenneth Neal VA Steve Wendt
H-1 9 Robert Kesselring WV Matthew Masters

sweet-dispositional, fun-to-fly steed, all 
by a little eccentric adjustment. In case 
you worry about doing such an adjust-
ment, I quote from one manufacturer’s 
manual: “The mid-section ring can be 
adjusted freely with no consequence to 
safety of the glider.”

I will note that at least one manu-
facturer has these inner eccentrics fixed 
permanently with rivets. But I have seen 
a pilot remove these rivets and replace 
them with screws as employed by other 
manufacturers and thereby fix a stiff-
handling glider problem. Incidentally, 
the glider in question was worked on 
with tip adjustments, sail tension and 
other fiddling, resulting in no great im-
provement. The eccentric adjustments 
resulted in a sweet-handling machine.

MINOR MENTIONS
Here are a few items that have come 
up recently. There are quite a few pilots 
who keep their gliders in waterproof 
protection bags. Recently the British 
magazine warned pilots that if they 
use these bags they should open them 
up when the glider is safely inside out 
of the elements. The reason is that 
trapped moisture—even humidity in 
the air—can keep the glider damp and 
lead to mildew and corrosion. Mildew 

deteriorates sailcloth readily. Of course, 
this warning applies mostly to pilots 
from damp areas, but remember: a word 
to the wise…

I have a big difference of opinion 
to that of some owner’s manuals that 
advise pilots to transport their gliders 
with the zipper down. In my view, this 
position exposes the tubes and cables 
to potential damage. We found one 
glider with dented leading edges where 
they bounced on a rack. More impor-
tantly, cables of some gliders are stiff and 
should not be bent sharply. Such bends 
are more likely if the cable gets pinched 
between a rack or some other solid in 
storage. I prefer to transport and store 
my glider zipper up so the rolled-up sail 
pads the crossbar, leading edges, keel 
and cables. I have done this since time 
immemorial with no damage to sail 
or solids. Try carrying your folded-up 
glider on your shoulder. How do you 
like it, with the zipper up or zipper 
down with the tubes digging into your 
shoulder? I rest my case. 

Finally, I cast a jaundiced eye at those 
fastidious pilots who insist on folding 
their tips in and closing the zippers, or 
closing the other zippers when they 
break down and put the glider to rest. 
The problem is, our zippers are vulner-

able and not as robust as other parts 
of the glider. I have seen many of them 
wear out and malfunction. It is hell to 
lose a flight (or many) due to blown-out 
zippers. My suggestion is to pad all you 
want, but only zip the zippers once per 
flight and they will last twice as long. 
This same admonition also applies to the 
cover bag. These plastic zippers wear out. 
There is no reason to zip them closed 
once the bag is off the glider. It just 
makes it take longer to set up and break 
down, which, in my view is the least fun 
part of flying.

There are other glider maladies that 
we have dealt with in the past, but these 
are relatively new ones, and there’s 
plenty to ponder here. In the words of 
every confessional priest: Go forth and 
sink no more. 

H-1 9 Hayden Mackay PA Billy Vaughn
H-1 9 Hope Petrosky PA Nickolas Lopez
H-1 10 Rudder Pearce FL Malcolm Jones
H-1 10 Charles Mclochlin FL James Tindle
H-1 10 Walter Coulter PR Aaron Johnson
H-1 10 Dave Thierauf TN Joe Bedinghaus
H-1 11 Nathan Stalzer TX Daniel Jones
H-1 11 Patricio Garza Izaguirre TX Daniel Jones
H-1 12 John Johnson NJ Griffin Ian Hochstetter
H-2 1 Laura Zambrano OR Bill Heaner
H-2 2 Jeffrey Stransky CA William Dydo
H-2 2 Reid Marlowe NV Rob Mckenzie
H-2 3 L E Vasquez CA Joe Greblo
H-2 3 Sean Cavanaugh CA Rob Mckenzie
H-2 4 Jacob Lorence AZ John Matylonek
H-2 4 Tim Thompson CO Josh Laufer
H-2 4 Brian Reindl NM Charles Glantz
H-2 7 Jordan Stratton WI Michael Appel

H-2 7 Elliott Miller IN Michael Appel
H-2 7 Kyle Orth MI Matthew Masters
H-2 8 Noah Hurley MA Josh Laufer
H-2 9 Ian Apgar PA Michael Appel
H-2 9 Robert Kesselring WV Matthew Masters
H-2 10 Charles Mclochlin FL James Tindle
H-2 10 Walter Coulter PR Aaron Johnson
H-2 10 Dave Thierauf TN Joe Bedinghaus
H-3 1 Colin Rimel WA Jeff Beck
H-3 1 Oleksandr Marchuk WA John Matylonek
H-3 2 Diego Garnica CA Patrick Denevan
H-3 2 Humberto Garcez CA John Simpson
H-3 3 Randy Bennett CA Rob Mckenzie
H-3 8 Waichak Luk CT Bryon Estes
H-3 9 Charles Fager V PA Richard Hays
H-3 9 Billy Vaughn VA Jon Thompson
H-3 10 James Westmoreland GA Matthew Taber
H-4 10 Cory Barnwell TN Scott Schneider
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P-2 1 Jason Re AK Michele Mccullough
P-2 1 Jacalyn Stark WA Jaromir Lahulek
P-2 1 Lev Dusseljee OR Kelly Kellar
P-2 1 Clinton Blaszak AK Scott Amy
P-2 1 Sean Birnbaum AK Scott Amy
P-2 1 Shalin Turner WA Marc Chirico
P-2 2 Katherine Bush CA Jeffrey Greenbaum
P-2 2 Harshal Deshmukh CA Jeffrey Greenbaum
P-2 2 Ben Sutherland CA Harry Sandoval
P-2 2 Ron Fry CA Danielle Kinch
P-2 2 David Daniels CA Rob Sporrer
P-2 2 Danielle Bryant CA Christopher Grantham
P-2 3 Ian Francis HI David (dexter) Binder
P-2 3 Patrick Vincler CA Gabriel Jebb
P-2 3 Jason Askerooth HI Justin Boer
P-2 3 David French HI Justin Boer
P-2 3 Andre De Oliveira Pacheco CA Marcello Debarros
P-2 3 Luciano Miranda CA Marcello Debarros
P-2 3 Donald Broce CA Jordan Neidinger
P-2 3 Gunnar Cantwell HI David (dexter) Binder
P-2 3 Daniya Lukmanova CA Danielle Kinch
P-2 3 Jessica Frump CA Nicholas Greece
P-2 4 Aaron Handl CO Kay Tauscher
P-2 4 Derek Herra CO Kay Tauscher
P-2 4 Rosbitt Gonzalez UT Ronald Allmon
P-2 4 Gretchen Grebe CO Rob Sporrer
P-2 4 Timothy Hall CO Ted Smith
P-2 4 Michael Walsh UT Patrick Johnson
P-2 4 Bridger Henriksen UT Stephen Mayer
P-2 4 Nathan Mcgrath CO Chris Santacroce
P-2 4 David Parker UT Jonathan Jefferies
P-2 4 Julia Parker UT Jonathan Jefferies
P-2 4 Kody Brunnemer CO Granger Banks
P-2 4 Mark Koob CO Gary Begley
P-2 4 Matthew Goodrich CO Dale Covington
P-2 5 Steven Boost Joseph Seitz
P-2 5 Natalie Blouin Joseph Seitz
P-2 5 Zachary Greenbaum MT Joshua Winstead
P-2 5 Benjamin Hawkins WY Scott Harris
P-2 5 Jameson Zuk WY Stefan Mitrovich
P-2 5 Paul Tarkleson MT Andy Macrae
P-2 6 Abdulrahman Alghasham Danielle Kinch
P-2 6 Sarah Eberhardt Rob Sporrer
P-2 7 Bogdan Bucur IL Jaro Krupa
P-2 7 Patryk Limanowicz IL Jaro Krupa
P-2 8 Deborah Dubray NH Joseph Seitz
P-2 8 Michael Obrien MA Andy Macrae
P-2 9 Tucker Long OH Mert Kacmaz
P-2 9 Andersen Bell OH Stephen Mayer
P-2 9 Carl Zelinka Ii OH Terry Bono
P-2 10 Tom Prouhet TN David Hanning
P-2 10 Barry Klein GA Victor Leshtaev
P-2 10 Jeff Parrott NC Nathan (alex) Taylor
P-2 10 Daniel Krupar GA Jonathan Jefferies
P-2 10 Tyler Williams SC Chris Santacroce
P-2 11 Scott Mages TX Britton Shaw
P-2 11 Christian Gordon TX Britton Shaw
P-2 11 Steven Rollison TX Chris Santacroce
P-2 12 Josh Mazza NY Benoit Bruneau
P-2 12 Michael Hitsman NY Benoit Bruneau
P-2 12 Peter Jurcak NY Benoit Bruneau
P-2 12 Jack Langerman NY Benoit Bruneau
P-3 1 James Sorenson Iii WA Lan Do Chirico
P-3 1 Bret Conant WA Michael (kim) Smith
P-3 1 Peter Stark WA Jaromir Lahulek

PARAGLIDING
RTG RGN NAME STATE RATING OFFICIAL

P-1 1 Sophia Labelle OR Kevin Lee
P-1 1 Jeff Rhoades OR Brad Hill
P-1 1 Kelley Cloyd OR Maren Ludwig
P-1 1 Jason Re AK Michele Mccullough
P-1 1 Ray Rogers OR Maren Ludwig
P-1 1 Jacalyn Stark WA Jaromir Lahulek
P-1 2 Kerry Holliday CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Stephen Buckingham CA Jesse Meyer

P-1 2 Bridget Whitlow CA Jeffrey Greenbaum
P-1 2 Norman Bolotaolo CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Marc Bolotaolo CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Shahrouz Deyhim CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Aurore Develay CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Kenneth Oslund CA Wallace Anderson
P-1 2 Mike Nekouasl CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Bo Qian CA Wallace Anderson
P-1 2 Raymond Chan CA Jeffrey Greenbaum
P-1 2 Anne Uebersax CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Kelly Phillips CA Jesse Meyer
P-1 2 Tanner Fry CA Danielle Kinch
P-1 2 Owen Fry CA Danielle Kinch
P-1 2 David Daniels CA Rob Sporrer
P-1 2 Danielle Bryant CA Christopher Grantham
P-1 2 Timothy Bluhm CA Emily Wallace
P-1 3 Denise Garrison CA Danielle Kinch
P-1 3 Jason Askerooth HI Justin Boer
P-1 3 David French HI Justin Boer
P-1 3 Doug Mckenzie CA Rob Sporrer
P-1 3 Filip Menovsky CA Danielle Kinch
P-1 3 Bradley Keene CA Danielle Kinch
P-1 3 Andre De Oliveira Pacheco CA Marcello Debarros
P-1 3 Luciano Miranda CA Marcello Debarros
P-1 3 Rebecca Geelhood HI Abhay Morrissey
P-1 3 Daniya Lukmanova CA Danielle Kinch
P-1 4 Derek Herra CO Kay Tauscher
P-1 4 Gretchen Grebe CO Rob Sporrer
P-1 4 Scott Hutchins CO Gregory Kelley
P-1 4 Michael Walsh UT Patrick Johnson
P-1 4 Jennifer Beaupre CO Gregory Kelley
P-1 4 Bridger Henriksen UT Stephen Mayer
P-1 4 David Parker UT Jonathan Jefferies
P-1 4 Julia Parker UT Jonathan Jefferies
P-1 4 Matthew Goodrich CO Dale Covington
P-1 4 Michael Noel CO Joseph Seitz
P-1 6 Curtis Faulconer Jr MO Britton Shaw
P-1 6 Abdulrahman Alghasham Danielle Kinch
P-1 6 Sarah Eberhardt Rob Sporrer
P-1 6 Mohsen Meftahi Seyed Alireza Amidi Namin
P-1 6 Leila Eskandari Seyed Alireza Amidi Namin
P-1 7 Bogdan Bucur IL Jaro Krupa
P-1 7 Patryk Limanowicz IL Jaro Krupa
P-1 9 Jim Sutton VA Danielle Kinch
P-1 9 Tucker Long OH Mert Kacmaz
P-1 9 Andersen Bell OH Stephen Mayer
P-1 9 Nathan Conley WV Nickolas Lopez
P-1 10 Barry Klein GA Victor Leshtaev
P-1 10 Jeff Parrott NC Nathan (alex) Taylor
P-1 10 Daniel Krupar GA Jonathan Jefferies
P-1 12 Hunter Hollingshead NJ Nickolas Lopez
P-2 1 Jim Bronson OR Kevin Lee
P-2 1 Gavrila (ray) Moldovan WA John Kraske
P-2 1 Sophia Labelle OR Kevin Lee
P-2 1 K. Gwen Hettinger WA Kevin Lee
P-2 1 Scott Schilling OR Brad Gunnuscio
P-2 1 Devin Simons WA Denise Reed

RATINGS ISSUED

2015JULY

P-3 2 Erik De Jong CA Jesse Meyer
P-3 2 Will Prechter CA Christopher Grantham
P-3 2 Edison Luong CA Gabriel Jebb
P-3 3 Rob Goldin CA Rob Sporrer
P-3 3 J. George Jimenez CA Christopher Grantham
P-3 3 Nicholas Hamblin CA Justin Boer
P-3 3 Patrick Vincler CA Gabriel Jebb
P-3 3 Andre De Oliveira Pacheco CA Marcello Debarros
P-3 3 Luciano Miranda CA Marcello Debarros
P-3 4 Jan Richter NM Steve Sirrine
P-3 4 Justin Spain NM Charles (chuck) Woods
P-3 4 Leigh Caswell NM Charles (chuck) Woods
P-3 4 Shelli Lyn Maddox AZ Bob Hammond Jr
P-3 4 David Eubank NM Charles (chuck) Woods
P-3 4 Max Montgomery NM Charles (chuck) Woods
P-3 4 Arash Farhang UT Michele Mccullough
P-3 4 Rodrigo Jordan Garcia UT Chris Santacroce
P-3 5 Jake Maclellan ID David Thulin
P-3 6 Daylian Rousseau Chris Santacroce
P-3 6 Chris Caywood MO Jaro Krupa
P-3 7 Luke Weaver IL Stephen Nowak
P-3 8 Rand Kmiec NH Heath Woods
P-3 8 Bill Champagne CT Jarrett Hobart
P-3 8 Alexsandro Da Cunha MA Heath Woods
P-3 8 Micheal Smith VT Heath Woods
P-3 8 Robson Da Silva MA Luiz Fernando Costa
P-3 9 Jacob Wrenn PA Thomas Mccormick
P-3 9 Alexander Lopatin PA Terry Bono
P-3 10 Thomas Phillips TN David Hanning
P-3 10 Stewart Andrew Sumpton FL Steve Sirrine
P-3 10 Tonya Mistretta FL David Prentice
P-3 10 Salavat Ayupov TN David Hanning
P-3 10 James Hammer NC Terry Bono
P-3 10 Federico Wood FL David Hanning
P-3 11 Kenneth Fullmer TX Patrick Johnson
P-4 1 Corneliu Moiceanu WA John Kraske
P-4 1 Roger Brock WA Delvin Crabtree
P-4 2 Timothy Sirianni CA Josh Waldrop
P-4 2 Jon Lovering CA Klaus Schlueter
P-4 3 Jeremy Eisen CA Gabriel Jebb
P-4 3 Christopher Heckman CA Rob Sporrer
P-4 3 Andre De Oliveira Pacheco CA Marcello Debarros
P-4 3 Luciano Miranda CA Marcello Debarros
P-4 4 Chris Adelman CO Etienne Pienaar
P-4 4 Ioan Miftode AZ Aaron Cromer
P-4 4 Lindsay Holden UT Stephen Mayer
P-4 5 John Patterson WY Trey Hackney
P-4 5 Joseph Glinka WY Daniel Roof
P-4 6 Marc Sommer Jeremy Bishop
P-4 6 Fatih Sarikaya Murat Tuzer
P-4 6 Sercan Yilmaz Murat Tuzer
P-4 6 Serdar Durna Murat Tuzer
P-4 11 Derek Black TX Blake Pelton



CALENDAR, CLINIC & TOUR LISTINGS can be sub-
mitted online at http://www.ushpa.aero/email _
events.asp. A minimum 3-MONTh LEAD TIME is re-
quired on all submissions and tentative events will not 
be published. For more details on submissions, as 
well as complete information on the events listed, see 
our Calendar of Events at www.ushpa.aero

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES - The rate for classified 
advertising is $10.00 for 25 words and $1.00 per word after 
25. MINIMUM AD CHARGE $10.00. AD DEADLINES: All ad 
copy, instructions, changes, additions & cancellations must 
be received in writing 2 months preceding the cover date, i.e. 
September 15th is the deadline for the November issue. ALL 
CLASSIFIEDS ARE pREpAID. If paying by check, please in-
clude the following with your payment: name, address, phone, 
category, how many months you want the ad to run and the 
classified ad. Please make checks payable to USHPA, P.O. 
Box 1330, Colorado Springs, CO 80901-1330. If paying with 
credit card, you may email the previous information and clas-
sified to info@ushpa.aero. For security reasons, please call 
your Visa/MC or Amex info to the office. No refunds will be 
given on ads cancelled that are scheduled to run multiple 
months. (719) 632-8300.  Fax (719) 632-6417

hANG GLIDING ADVISORY: Used hang gliders should always 
be disassembled before flying for the first time and inspect-
ed carefully for fatigued, bent or dented downtubes, ruined 
bushings, bent bolts (especially the heart bolt), re-used Ny-
loc nuts, loose thimbles, frayed or rusted cables, tangs with 
non-circular holes, and on flex wings, sails badly torn or torn 
loose from their anchor points front and back on the keel and 
leading edges.

pARAGLIDING ADVISORY: Used paragliders should always 
be thoroughly inspected before flying for the first time. Annual 
inspections on paragliders should include sailcloth strength 
tests. Simply performing a porosity check isn’t sufficient. 
Some gliders pass porosity yet have very weak sailcloth.

If in doubt, many hang gliding and paragliding businesses 
will be happy to give an objective opinion on the condition 
of equipment you bring them to inspect. BUYERS ShOULD 
SELECT EQUIpMENT ThAT IS AppROpRIATE FOR ThEIR 
SKILL LEVEL OR RATING. NEW pILOTS ShOULD SEEK 
pROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION FROM A UShpA CERTIFIED 
INSTRUCTOR.

CALENDAR
CLINICS & TOURS 

nov > Iquique, Chile paragliding tour: This year we 
have divided the tour into four different segments: In-
structional Days, Iquique Days # 1, 2 and 3. Our Tour 
leaders are Todd Weigand, Luis Rosenkjer and Ken 
Hudonjorgensen. The entire tour will be packed with in-
struction for all levels of paragliding (including P-2 thru 
P-4). Check the web site for more details. For anyone 
wanting to fly, fly, fly... this is the tour to join. The last 
tour will focus more on XC. More info: Phone 801- 971-
3414, email twocanfly@gmail.com, or  www.twocanfly.
com.        

nov 12-14, 16-18 > Yelapa, Mexico. SIV/maneu-
vers clinic. Join us for another great learning and fun 
experience in beautiful tropical Yelapa. Tow up and land 
on the beach in a warm, friendly location with lots of 
great places to stay and eat. Brad Gunnuscio, world-
class XC and acro pilot, will be teaching the courses. As 
Brad says, «Yelapa is by far the best place to do an SIV 
clinic.» More info: contact Les at www.paraglideyelapa.
com or Brad at siv.com or 801 707-0508. More info: 
www,paraglideyelapa.com or siv.com.

nov 15 - aPR 17 > Valle de Bravo, Mexico - Yes, 
great flying and fun during the months Nov. through 
April in central Mexico. Hang gliding and paraglid-
ing. Team FlyMexico has been at this over 20 years 
and continues to offer packages for all levels, big 
selection of wings, more local knowledge than any-
one, and the attitude to keep it all fun and safe. Ba-
sic package is in and out on Sundays with lodging 
and airport pickup and return included. Thinking 
about your winter flying? Think FlyMexico based in 
Valle de Bravo, Mexico More Info: Jeff Hunt, 800-
861-7198, 512-656-5052, jeff@flymexico.com, 
www.flymexico.com.

nov 22 > Burlington, N.J. Paragliding safety clin-
ic. Classroom safety clinic designed to help pilots, 
both new and seasoned, assess their own safety 
concerns regarding foot-launched free flight. We 
will evaluate the decisions we make that lead up 
to our commitment to fly. Topics we will discuss 
are: weather (reading the sky and forecasts), equip-
ment choices (canopy certifications), flight plans 
(just ridge soaring or going XC), etc. We will review 
past accident reports to try and gain insight and 
understanding. This clinic is offered for free. More 
info: Pete Humes, pchumes@gmail.com, www.
paraglidetandem.net.

nov 28 - Jan 17 > Valle De Bravo, Mexico - Fly 
Cuervo! Fly south this winter! Fly Cuervo! The best-
valued tour package available. World-class lodging 
and logistics in one of the most flyable winter des-
tinations on planet Earth, Valle de Bravo, Mexico. 
Improve your thermal and XC skills with advanced 
instructor/master guide David Prentice, aka Cuer-
vo, with more than 20 years of paragliding experi-
ence and 16 years guiding in Valle. We fly twice a 
day, every day! Valle de Bravo has something to 
offer for every skill level of pilot and is very fam-
ily friendly. More info: call 505-720-5436 or email 
earthcog@yahoo.com.

deC 7-16> Brazil. Paraglide Brazil with Paracrane 
Tour. We’ll start in magical Rio de Janeiro, flying over 
the tropical forest surrounded by granite domes and 
landing on the beach, or try a flight to the world-famous 
Christ statue! After 3 days we head to Governador Va-
ladares, for incredible XC opportunities. Depending 
on conditions other sites we may visit include Pancas, 
Castelo and Alfredo Chavez in Espirito Santo. Brazil is 
a unique paragliding and cultural experience! Open to 
strong P-2’s and up. Please note, you will need a Bra-
zilian Visa. More info: 541-840-8587, or nick@para-
crane.com.

Jan 17-24 & Jan 31 - Feb 7 > Tapalpa, Mexico. 
Tapalpa, Mexico Fly Week. Parasoft has been guiding 
pilots to Mexico in January since 1990. In 2002 we dis-
covered Tapalpa, site of a 2003 World Cup event. With 
big launch and landing areas and no crowds, this is the 
best in Mexico! With three other sites nearby, you soar 
in any wind direction. To guide our clients well, we limit 
our group size to four and offer tandem flights to im-
prove flying skills. More info: parasoftparaglding.com/
mexico-flying, granger@parasoftparagliding.com or 
303-494-2820. 

Jan 18-28 > Valle de Cauca, Colombia - Fly Cu-
ervo! Fly Colombia! Fly south this winter! Fly Cu-
ervo! The Valle del Cauca, Colombia, has quickly 
become one of the most popular winter vacation 
destinations for paragliding, with amazing XC po-
tential and breath taking views, Valle del Cauca is 
world-class paragliding. Improve your thermal and 
XC skills with advanced instructor/master guide 
David Prentice with over 20 years of paragliding 
experience. Enjoy world-class lodging and logis-
tics as we fly several sites along the Valle del Cau-
ca, Colombia. More info: 505-720-5436 or email 
earthcog@yahoo.com.

Jan 22 - 29, Jan 29 - Feb 5 & Feb 5-12 > An-
serma Nuevo, Colombia - Colombia Thermal and 
XC Clinic Roldanillo & Anserma, Colombia. Penn-
sylvania Paragliding is running a thermal and XC 
clinic in sunny warm Colombia. Escape the winter 
and come to fly with us! Our focus is on improving 
your thermal & XC skills using both visual and ra-
dio contact and air-to-air guidance. Daily analysis 
of flights in a 3-D simulation program will give you 
a great insight. Contact maria@pennsylvaniapara-
gliding.net, 610-392-0050 or http://pennsylva-
niaparagliding.com/Pennsylvania _ Paragliding/
Colombia _ Tour.html

Feb 7-21 > Medellín, Colombia - Paragliding & 
Yoga Tour Colombia 2016 We will we paragliding 
in seven sites along the Cauca River for two weeks. 
We start in Medellín on Sunday, February 7 and fin-
ish in Cali Sunday, February 21. Yoga in the morn-
ings before breakfast and briefing. Cross-country 
and instruction P-3 and P-4 pilots only, all levels 
of yoga. Accommodation, breakfast, ground trans-
portation and guidance included. $2000.  More 
Info: Sofia Puerta Webber. 818-572-6350 sofi-
apuerta@gmail.com www.shiwido.com

HOW TO USE
CALENDAR & CLASSIFIED

http://www.paraglideyelapa.com/
http://www.paraglideyelapa.com/
http://www.flymexico.com
mailto:nick@paracrane.com
mailto:nick@paracrane.com
http://www.shiwido.com
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Feb 25-28 > Lake Berryessa, CA - SIV/Super 
Acro Clinic This clinic will be hosted by Torrey 
Pines Gliderport Master Pilot and SIV/Acro Coach 
Gabriel Jebb, while Max Marien will coach the ad-
vanced acro pilots. This will be a super clinic and 
cover everything from deflations, to helicopters, 
tumbles, misty flips, etc. Pre-requisites for acro pi-
lots are to be able to bring it and go big! More info: 
www.flytorrey.com, email at info@flytorrey.com, 
or call us at 858-452 9858. 

MaR 31 - aPR 3 & aPR 4-6 > Yelapa, Mexico. 
Yelapa,Mexico: SIV maneuver clinics. Join us for 
another great learning and fun experience in beau-
tiful tropical Yelapa. Tow up and land on the beach 
in a warm friendly location with lots of great plac-
es to stay and eat. Brad Gunnuscio world class xc 
and acro pilot will be teaching the courses. As Brad 
says “Yelapa is by far the best place to do an siv 
clinic.” More info: Les at www.paraglideyelapa.
com, or Brad at www.paraglideutah.com, or 801-
707-0508

CLASSIFIED
BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT

pROFLYGhT pARAGLIDING, ON MAUI hAWAII 
is always looking for talented Paragliding Instruc-
tors. Must have years of experience in light wind, 
mountain conditions. Please contact Dexter: glid-
ing@maui.net

CLINICS & TOURS

COSTA RICA pARAGLIDING TOURS 2016 10th year with 
Advanced Instructor and guide Nick Crane week long 
tours most of January, February and March 2016 "We 
missed 2 days of flying in 3 months last season!" www.
costaricaparagliding.com nick@paracrane.com

ITALY - Fantastico! Great flying! Great food! Great 
weather! ALL inclusive service suitable for all levels 
of pilots. Round topped grassy mountains and large 
flatlands. Flying with culture! www.flytaly.com

pARACRANE TOURS TO BRAzIL December 7-16, 
2016 led by Advanced USHPA Instructor and seasoned 
guide Nick Crane www.costaricaparagliding.com nick@
paracrane.com

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

GUNNISON GLIDERS - X-C, Factory, heavy PVC HG 
gliderbags $149. Harness packs & zippers.  New/used 
parts, equipment, tubes. 1549 CR 17 Gunnison, CO  
81230  970-641-9315

hALL WIND METER – Simple. Reliable. Accurate. 
Mounting brackets, control-bar wheels. Hall Brothers, 
PO Box 1010, Morgan, Utah 84050. (801) 829-3232, 
www.hallwindmeter.com.

SpECIALTY WhEELS for airfoil basetubes, round ba-
setubes, or tandem landing gear. 262-473-8800, www.
hanggliding.com.  

POWERED & TOWING

pILOTS: FREE CROSSOVER TRAINING when you 
purchase your Miniplane Paramotor! Instructors: Add 
PPG to your offerings and watch the fun begin! Visit 
our website for more info: www.Miniplane-USA.com/
USHPA

REAL ESTATE

OWN A FLYING SITE 5 miles from the tourist mecca 
of Salida Colorado. Salida known for its " banana 
belt" weather, white water rafting and mountain biking 
in massive mountain ranges. An excellent place for a 
tandem operation. $299K Erik 970-209-8376

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTORS

ALABAMA

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN FLIGhT pARK - The best 
facilities, largest inventory, camping, swimming, 
volleyball, more. Wide range of accommodations. 
877-HANGLIDE, 877-426-4543, hanglide.com.

CALIFORNIA

AIRJUNKIES pARAGLIDING - Year-round excellent 
instruction, Southern California & Baja. Powered 
paragliding, clinics, tours, tandem, towing. Ken Baier 
760-213-0063, airjunkies.com.

EAGLE pARAGLIDING - SANTA BARBARA offers the 
best year round flying in the nation.  Award-winning 
instruction, excellent mountain and ridge sites. www.
flysantabarbara.com, 805-968-0980

FLY ABOVE ALL - Year-round instruction in Santa 
Barbara & Ojai from the 2012 US Instructor of the Year! 
More students flying safely after 10 years than any other 
school in the nation. flyaboveall.com

MISSION SOARING CENTER LLC - Largest hang 
gliding center in the West! Our deluxe retail shop 
showcases the latest equipment: Wills Wing, Moyes, 
AIR, High Energy, Flytec, Aeros, Northwing, Hero wide 
angle video camera. A.I.R. Atos rigid wings- demo the 
VQ-45’ span, 85 Lbs! Parts in stock. We stock new and 
used equipment. Trade-ins welcome. Complete lesson 
program. Best training park in the west, located just 
south of the San Francisco Bay Area. Pitman Hydraulic 
Winch System for Hang 1s and above. Launch and 
landing clinics for Hang 3s and Hang 4s. Wills Wing 
Falcons of all sizes and custom training harnesses. 1116 
Wrigley Way, Milpitas, CA 95035. 408-262-1055, Fax 
408-262-1388, mission@hang-gliding.com, Mission 
Soaring Center LLC, leading the way since 1973. www.
hang-gliding.com

COLORADO

GUNNISON GLIDERS - X-C to heavy waterproof HG 
gliderbags.  Accessories, parts, service, sewing.  In-
struction ratings, site-info. Rusty Whitley 1549 CR 17, 
Gunnison CO 81230. 970-641-9315.

http://www.flytec.com
http://flytec.com
http://parasupply.com
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FLORIDA

FLORIDA RIDGE AEROTOW pARK - 18265 E State 
Road 80, Clewiston, Florida 863-805-0440, www.
thefloridaridge.com.

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN FLIGhT pARK - Nearest 
mountain training center to Orlando. Two training 
hills, novice mountain launch, aerotowing, great 
accommodations. hanglide.com, 877-HANGLIDE, 877-
426-4543.

MIAMI hANG GLIDING - For year-round training fun 
in the sun. 305-285-8978, 2550 S Bayshore Drive, 
Coconut Grove, Florida 33133, www.miamihanggliding.
com.

WALLABY RANCh – The original Aerotow flight park. 
Best tandem instruction worldwide,7-days a week , 
6 tugs, and equipment rental. Call:1-800-WALLABY 
wallaby.com 1805 Deen Still Road, Disney Area FL 
33897

GEORGIA

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN FLIGhT pARK - Discover why 5 
times as many pilots earn their wings at LMFP. Enjoy 
our 110 acre mountain resort. www.hanglide.com, 
1-877-HANGLIDE, 1-877-426-4543.

HAWAII

pROFLYGhT pARAGLIDING - Call Dexter for friendly 
information about flying on Maui. Full-service school 
offering beginner to advanced instruction every day, 
year round. 808-874-5433, paraglidehawaii.com.

MARYLAND

hIGhLAND AEROSpORTS - Baltimore and DC’s full-
time flight park: tandem instruction, solo aerotows and 
equipment sales and service. We carry Aeros, Airwave, 
Flight Design, Moyes, Wills Wing, High Energy Sports, 
Flytec and more. Two 115-HP Dragonfly tugs. Open fields 
as far as you can see. Only 1 to 1.5 hours from Rehoboth 
Beach, Baltimore, Washington DC, Philadelphia. Come 
Fly with US! 410-634-2700, Fax 410-634-2775, 24038 
Race Track Rd, Ridgely, MD 21660, www.aerosports.
net, hangglide@aerosports.net.

MICHIGAN

TRAVERSE CITY pARAGLIDERS - Soar our 450’ sand 
dunes. Full time shop.  Certified instruction, all levels.  
Sales, service and accessories for all major brands. 
Call Bill at 231-922-2844 or email at tchangglider@
chartermi.net  Your USA & Canada Mosquito distributor, 
www.mosquitoamerica.com

MONTANA

BOzEMAN pARAGLIDING - Montana’s full time 
connection for paragliding, speedflying, & paramotoring 
instruction & gear. Maneuvers courses, thermal tours 
abroad, online store. www.bozemanparagliding.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

MORNINGSIDE - A Kitty Hawk Kites flight park. The 
Northeast's premier hang gliding and paragliding 
training center, teaching since 1974. Hang gliding foot 
launch and tandem aerowtow training.  Paragliding 
foot launch and tandem training. Powered Paragliding 
instruction. Dealer for all major manufacturers. Located 
in Charlestown, NH. Also visit our North Carolina 
location, Kitty Hawk Kites Flight School. 603-542-
4416,  www.flymorningside.com 

NEW YORK

AAA hANG GLIDING Teaching since 1977, Three 
training hills, certified, adv instruction with mtn launch, 
tandems, towing, pro shop, pilots lounge, camping.  
We carry North Wing and Moyes, 77 Hang Glider Rd 
Ellenville, NY www.mtnwings.com 845-647-3377

FLY hIGh hG Serving the tri-state area with beginner 
and advanced instruction- the only school with THREE 
USHPA Instructor-of-the-Year recipients! Area's 
exclusive Wills Wing dealer. Superior customer service, 
lifelong support, the most competitive prices. Just 
90-minutes from NYC. Come Fly High with us! www.
FlyHighHG.com 845.744.3317 info@flyhighhg.com

NORTH CAROLINA

KITTY hAWK KITES - The largest hang gliding school 
in the world, teaching since 1974. Learn to hang glide 
and paraglide on the East Coast's largest sand dune. 
Year-round instruction, foot launch and tandem aerotow. 
Powered paragliding instruction. Dealer for all major 
manufacturers. Learn to fly where the Wright Brothers 
flew, located at the beach on NC's historic Outer Banks. 
Also visit our New Hampshire location, Morningside 
Flight Park. 252-441-2426, 1-877-FLY-THIS, www.
kittyhawk.com

PUERTO RICO

FLY pUERTO RICO WITh TEAM SpIRIT hG! Flying 
tours, rentals, tandems, HG and PG classes, H-2 and 
P-2 intensive Novice courses, full sales. 787-850-
0508, flypuertorico@gmail.com

TENNESSEE

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN FLIGhT pARK - Just outside 
Chattanooga. Become a complete pilot -foot launch, 
aerotow, mountain launch, ridge soar, thermal soar. 
hanglide.com, 1-877-HANGLIDE, 877-426-4543.

TEXAS

FLYTEXAS TEAM - training pilots in Central Texas for 
25 years. Hang Gliding, Paragliding, Trikes. Hangar 
facilities Lake LBJ, Luling, Smithville  www.flytexas.
com  512-467-2529

UTAH

CLOUD 9 pARAGLIDING - Come visit us and check out 
our huge selection of paragliding gear, traction kites, 
extreme toys, and any other fun things you can think of. 
If you aren’t near the Point of the Mountain, then head 
to http://www.paragliders.com for a full list of products 
and services. We are Utah’s only full time shop and 
repair facility, Give us a ring at 801-576-6460 if you 
have any questions.

VIRGINIA

BLUE SKY - Virginia's full time, year round HG School.  
Scooter, Platform and Aero Tow. Custom sewing, 
paragliding, powered harnesses, trikes, representing 
most major brands. 804-241-4324, www.blueskyhg.
com

INTERNATIONAL

BAJA MEXICO - La Salina Baja's BEST BEACHFRONT 
Airsport Venue: PG, HG, PPG: FlyLaSalina.com. by 
BajaBrent.com,  He’ll hook you up! Site intros, tours, & 
rooms. bajabrent@bajabrent.com, 760-203-2658 

EXOTIC ThAILAND X/C CLINIC - Phu Thap 
Boek,Thailand's most awesome,highest flying site 
5,200ASL.Open to P-2 and above.Come learn how to fly 
high and far! Very inexpensive! More info: pchumes@
gmail.com

FLYMEXICO - VALLE DE BRAVO and beyond for HANG 
GLIDING and PARAGLIDING. Gear, guiding, instruction, 
transportation, lodging - www.flymexico.com  512-467-
2529 / 1-800-861-7198 USA

SERVICE

CLOUD 9 REpAIR DEpARTMENT - We staff and maintain 
a full service repair shop within Cloud 9 Paragliding; 
offering annual inspections, line replacement, sail 
repair of any kind (kites too!), harness repairs and 
reserve repacks. Our repair technicians are factory 
trained and certified to work on almost any paraglider 
or kite. Call today for an estimate 801-576-6460 or visit 
www.paragliders.com for more information.

RISING AIR GLIDER REpAIR SERVICES – A full-
service shop, specializing in all types of paragliding 
repairs, annual inspections, reserve repacks, harness 
repairs. Hang gliding reserve repacks and repair. For 
information or repair estimate, call 208-554-2243, 
pricing and service request form available at www.
risingair.biz, billa@atcnet.net.

WINGS & HARNESSES

A GREAT SELECTION OF hG&pG GLIDERS (ss, ds, pg) 
-HARNESSES (trainer, cocoon, pod) -PARACHUTES 
(hg&pg) -WHEELS (new & used). Phone for latest 
inventory 262-473-8800, www.hanggliding.com

FLY CENTER OF GRAVITY CG-1000 - The most 
affordable single line suspension harness available. 
Individually designed for a precise fit. Fly in comfort. 
www.flycenterofgravity.com; flycenterofgravity@gmail.
com; 315-256-1522 SMILE :)

USHPASTORE.com
SPORT
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SMILE :)

USHPASTORE.com

Support the Cloudbase Foundation buy Keen bags through USHPA

Start ALL of your Amazon shop-
ping at the "Shop Amazon" page
at ushpastore.com

Buy ANYTHING at smile.Amazon.
com and Amazon Smile will donate 
0.5% of your purchase to USHPA!
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SUPPORT OU

R

'16
 CA

LE
ND

AR
S

No
w 

in
 St

oc
k!

2016United States Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

USHPA Calendar 2016.indd   1

8/30/15   12:52 PM

2016
United States Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association

USHPA Calendar 2016.indd   1

8/30/15   12:54 PM

http://f


66 HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING MAGAZINE

“TWENTy yEARS FROM NOW yOU WILL BE MORE DISAPPOINTED By THE THINgS yOU DIDN’T DO
THAN By THE ONES yOU DID DO. SO THROW OFF THE BOWLINES. SAIL AWAy FROM THE SAFE HARBOR. 

CATCH THE TRADE WINDS IN yOUR SAILS. ExPLORE. DREAM. DISCOVER.”

- MARK TWAIN

by Nick Greece
Roldanillo, ColombiaOV

ER RENEW your membership
at USHPA.aero to participate in our Green initiative.  
Online renewal is only available to current members, 

and members who have been expired less than 3 
years.  Members who have been expired more than 3 

years must contact the USHPA office.

http://moyes.com.au


http://moyes.com.au
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